
The Bible repeatedly reveals God’s holiness. God’s law, which is the expression of his nature and his 
will, is holy, righteous and good. This leaves us with a real problem because we are not. We seldom 
need someone to point out where we have fallen short of perfection. We may wish it and strive for 
it,  but clearly we cannot live it all the time. That is why it is such good news to know that God has 
made provision. He is our righteousness.  

Let’s begin by looking at what the Bible says about God. Below are just a few of the verses that help 
us get to know our God. Underline what you see of God’s character or essence in these verses. 

Deuteronomy 7:9  Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, 
keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his 
commandments

Psalm 18:30  As for God, his way is perfect: The LORD’s word is flawless; he shields all who 
take refuge in him.

Ephesians 2:4-5  Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive 
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.

Find a verse of your own to share with your group. Choose any verse that describes the character of 
our great God, and write it below.  

In Jeremiah 23:1-6 the prophet declares, the LORD is our righteousness. Let’s read about how, sadly, 
the rulers, the priests and the leaders, who should have been shepherding God’s people, were not.  

Jeremiah 23:1-6
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!” says the Lord. 2 
Therefore thus says the Lord God of Israel against the shepherds who feed My people: “You 
have scattered My flock, driven them away, and not attended to them. Behold, I will attend 
to you for the evil of your doings,” says the Lord. 3 “But I will gather the remnant of My flock 
out of all countries where I have driven them and bring them back to their folds; and they 
shall be fruitful and increase. 4 I will set up shepherds over them who will feed them; and 
they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, nor shall they be lacking,” says the Lord 5 “Be-
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hold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “That I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; 
A King shall reign and prosper, And execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. 6 In His 
days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell safely; Now this is His name by which He will be 
called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

What is the prophet Jeremiah declaring concerning these shepherds in Jeremiah 23:1-6?   

What has the LORD promised to do for his sheep in Jeremiah 23? It might be helpful to underline all 
the times the LORD says “I will”  in these verses.

Let’s think about a shepherd for just a few minutes. What is the job of a shepherd?  What are they 
responsible to do for the sheep? Read Psalm 23 for the description of the Good Shepherd.   We will go 
over this Psalm in greater detail next week. In what way does Psalm 23 point us to Jehovah Tsidkenu, 
the LORD our righteousness?       

Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads 
me beside quiet waters, 3 he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his 
name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,I will fear no evil, for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely your good-
ness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
forever.

During the reign of David and Solomon the nation of Israel was one nation. When Solomon died his 
son Rehoboam became king. Rehoboam was not a wise king like his father Solomon. He did not seek 
to please the LORD like his grandfather David.  

During the reign of King Solomon there was a man named Jeroboam who had great leadership skills 
and Solomon had placed him over all those who worked for him, all his forced laborers. After Solo-
mon’s death Jeroboam came to the new King Rehoboam, as a representative of the people, and 
requested he be more lenient than his father had been. Rehoboam refused the advice of the elders 
and listened to his young, unwise friends. God divided the kingdom of Israel just as he had said he 
would through the prophet Ahijah. (1 Kings 11:29-32) Ten tribes followed Jeroboam, Rehoboam ruled 
over the remaining two tribes: Judah and Benjamin. 

For many years both Israel and Judah suffered under several bad kings. The prophet Jeremiah minis-
tered under Judah’s last five kings. Eventually the Babylonians invaded the land, took captives and 
conquered them. All hope is not lost, even though Israel had been unfaithful, God is always faithful to 
his promises. Let’s read Jeremiah 33:14-16.                                                                               

Jeremiah 33:14-16    
‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the 
people of Israel and Judah. 15 “ ‘In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch 
sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the land. 16 In those days Judah will 
be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The LORD 
Our Righteousness.’
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What good news do we see for the nation of Israel in Jeremiah 33:14-16?

Who is promising this good news? 

Who is this righteous branch Jeremiah is referring to that will sprout from David’s line? Who is the only 
descendant of David who can truly be called righteous? Read in Matthew, John and 1 Peter about 
the only descendant of David who lived a sinless life.    

Matthew 1:1-16 
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: 2 Abra-
ham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah 
begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. 4 Ram begot 
Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. 5 Salmon begot 
Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, 6 and Jesse begot David the 
king.David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. 7 Solomon begot 
Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. 8 Asa begot Jehoshaphat, 
Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. 9 Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot 
Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, 
and Amon begot Josiah. 11 Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they 
were carried away to Babylon. 12 And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot 
Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, 
and Eliakim begot Azor. 14 Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. 
15 Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. 16 And Jacob 
begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.

John 1:29
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of   
God who takes away the sin of the world!

1 Peter 1:18-19
 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your 
aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

Now that we have spent some time looking at the character and essence of our God, Jehovah Tsid-
kenu, let’s see what we can learn about mankind. Read the verses below, and briefly share what you 
learn about mankind from each verse. 

Genesis 2:7  Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 

Genesis 3:22-24  And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing 
good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of 

DAY THREE



life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to 
work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on 
the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to 
guard the way to the tree of life.

Micah 6:8   He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

Psalm 14:1-3  The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they do abomina-
ble deeds, there is none who does good. 2 The LORD looks down from heaven on the children 
of man, to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. 3 They have all turned 
aside; together they have become corrupt; there is none who does good, not even one.

Romans 1:18-23 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be 
known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attri-
butes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since 
the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 
For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, 
they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling 
mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God gave them up in 
the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 be-
cause they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

Romans 3:23  for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

Romans 5:8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.  

Romans 8:1 There is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk 
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

Jeremiah 23:1 declared, “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!”  
Who was it that led in the arrest and conviction of Jesus? (if you do not recall, look up Matthew 26:47; 
Mark 14:43; John 18:3)
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One day the disciples asked Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray.”   In the table below are two reports of this 
teaching on prayer from Luke 11:2-4 (TPT) and Matthew 6: 9-13 (NKJT) which is often referred to as the 
Lord’s prayer. It is a wonderful pattern of praise, adoration and petition for all believers to follow.  In 
the column to the right, write what you learn about God from each verse of Scripture. Try to write a 
description using five words or less.                                                                                       
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The Passion Translation New King James Translation God’s Essence and His Character

Our heavenly Father, may the 
glory of your name be the 
center on which our life turns.

Our Father in heaven, hal-
lowed (holy) be Your name.

May your Holy Spirit come 
upon us and cleanse us. Mani-
fest your kingdom on earth.

Your kingdom come, Your will 
be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.

And give us our needed 
bread for the coming day.

Give us this day our daily 
bread.

Forgive our sins as we our-
selves release forgiveness to 
those who have wronged us.

And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors.

And rescue us every time we 
face tribulations.”

And do not lead us into temp-
tation but deliver us from the 
evil one.

For Yours is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forev-
er. Amen.



DAY FIVE

All of our attempts to follow God’s law end in frustration. We have a sin nature that must be dealt with 
and put to death. All our acts of goodness or attempts to be right with God will be futile apart from 
Christ and his finished work on our behalf.

The purpose of God’s laws are to reveal to us our imperfect, sinful nature. Read the verses below to 
find the key to unlocking the door of a life justified or made right with God.  

Romans 3:20-23  Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the 
law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin. 21 But now apart from the law 
the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 
This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 
away; behold, all things have become new. 

2 Corinthians 5: 21  For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him.

According to these verses, what must we do to receive the righteousness of God?

Let’s review what we have seen so far. Add any facts you have learned to the chart below.
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Man’s true condition on his own
The truth about the righteous 

branch of David
Jehovah Tskidkenu


