
The next name we will study is Adonai.

Adonai means God is the Master — He is our total authority.

For many years I was an active church member.  I wanted to please God but not quite as much 
as I wanted to please me. I did love God, but I loved me more. He was not my Master, I sat on the 
throne of my heart. On June 1, 1985 I saw the truth about my “love” for God. A friend shared with me 
that if he is not Lord of all, he is not Lord at all. I humbly invited him into my life, to sit on the throne of 
my heart. To know him is freeing. I no longer was a slave to sin; I have a new Master, and he is kind 
and worthy of my complete love and devotion.  

My friend and favorite Bible teacher Kay Arthur said, “Lord, is more than a word; it indicates a rela-
tionship. The lordship of God means His total possession of me and my total submission to Him as Lord 
and Master.” 

Relationships take time and effort. Deep relationships grow as we walk through life together.  We 
can cling to Him as Adonai, when we know him as El Elyon, the God Most High. The idea of a master 
shows ownership. 

Would you say He is truly your Master?  

Genesis 15:1-2
After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I 
am your shield,your very great reward. ” 2 But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can 
you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” 

The first time we see this Hebrew word used to describe God is Genesis 15:2 and Abram addressed 
his God as Sovereign LORD. What does it mean to be sovereign?   

  

Let’s look at a few times the name Adonai was used to describe God as Master in the Psalms. Pay 
close attention to Psalm 136:3 and Psalm 8:1,9 which specifically use the Hebrew word Adown, the 
root word for Adonai. Use the Strong’s Concordance to identify the names of God in the verses on 
the following page.

Adonai
Master of All      
        Lord of All
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Psalm 136:1-5
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His love endures forever. 2 Give thanks to the 
God of gods. His love endures forever. 3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords: His love en-
dures forever. 4 to him who alone does great wonders, His love endures forever. 5 who 
by his understanding made the heavens, His love endures forever. 

Psalm 8:1-9
LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory 
in the heavens. 2 Through the praise of children and infants you have established a 
stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger. 3 When I consid-
er your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set 
in place, 4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care 
for them? 5 You have made them a little lower than the angelsand crowned them 
with glory and honor. 6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put 
everything under their feet: 7 all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild, 8 the 
birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. 9 LORD, our 
Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

What is the Psalmist saying about God?

If he is our Master, then we are his servants. What is the only proper response of a good servant?

What kind of servant are you? This might take a bit of thought. There are several exam-
ples we could use but I believe parenting paints a pretty good picture of this.  When my 
children were young, John and I were their ultimate authority here on earth. If we told 
them something to do and they didn’t respond in a timely manner, we would remind them 
that obedience was not really obedience if it was not immediate. So, let me ask the question 
again, if he is Adonai to you, what kind of servant are you? 

The book of James starts, “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes 
scattered among the nations.” The word translated into servant in this verse is from the Greek word 
doulos which means bondservant. A bondservant is one who could go free — their debt was paid 
through time of service, but chooses to stay and serve out of love and devotion for a master who is 
good and kind. With that in mind, is that how you view yourself as a servant of the Master?        

James 1:19-20 says, “…everyone should be quick to listen and slow to speak and slow to become 
angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.”  God desires for us 
to live a righteous life. James continues, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  
Do what it says.” As you have read and studied the name Adonai—Master, is there some area in your 
life where you recognize you are holding onto control but need to finally relinquish it to His control? 
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According to Genesis 17:1, the LORD appeared to Abraham and said, “I am God Almighty, walk 
before me and be blameless.” The word blameless means innocent or having integrity. Are you pur-
poseful in your walk of faith? Do you make a conscious choice to live with integrity before God?  

In what way might you improve your service to our King who is Lord over all? 

When was the last time you bowed your will to His simply because He is your Master?  

How would you describe a servant’s work?  

There is little glory in being a servant in this world. But it is of great worth in God’s upside-down king-
dom. In Matthew 23:11-12 Jesus said, “The greatest among you will be your servant. For those who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

Look up and write out the three verses below, then summarize what you learned about Adonai from 
each verse. 

Psalm 54:4  

Psalm 62:11-12  

Psalm 86:15 
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How would you say experiencing God as Adonai, our master and authority, might enable us to stop 
worrying and better trust ourselves to His divine care?

The best way to learn something new and really retain it, is practice. Look for opportunities 
this week to see God as Adonai, and obey Him as Supreme Master.

In the box below, write a prayer of thanksgiving to Adonai. This is not busy work. This is actually the most 
important part of our study of this name.
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