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Romans 12 - 13

Observation Romans 12
1. To whom is Paul writing this letter, and what is he calling them to do?

2. The apostle Paul had experienced the “transformed life” that he is now calling believers to live. What 
steps do believers need to take in order to enjoy this new life to the fullest?  

What are the benefits mentioned in Romans 12:2 that come with this act of obedience?  

Dig Deeper: Look up the word “transformed.” Can you think 
of an example from nature that experiences “transformation?”

3. Paul compares being a part of the body of Christ with our human body, each having its own function. 
What are the different gifts mentioned in verses 5-8?  How are we told to use these gifts to glorify God? 

4. Romans 12:9-13 describes love in action. List them below. By studying these descriptions, we will be 
better equipped to spot it and repeat it.  

•     •     •

•     •     •

•     •     •  

•     •     

5. Paul continues his lesson on love in verses 14-21. What will this love look like as we live it out in real-life 
situations?  

6. As believers our instructions are clear—what are we to do with feelings of vengeance?  Our heavenly 
Father knows that revenge can be like a cancer eating away at us. He does not want us wasting our 
days trying to figure out how, when and where we might balance the scales.  What promise have we 
been given in verse 19?   

Romans 12 begins with “Therefore, I urge you” or some similar wording, depending on the 
translation you are reading.  Paul is calling the reader to consider once again all that we 
have seen in the previous chapter.  In Romans 11, Paul discussed the branches that had 
been cut off and those that had been grafted in. He wants the reader to focus on the 
all-powerful and loving God who deserves our praise.  Paul helps the reader understand 
what it looks like to walk in obedience, pleasing to God.  He refers to this as a “living sacri-
fice.”  Please read these two chapters at least twice before starting the study guide.
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7. Fill in the chart below using your own wording for each.  Do you notice any themes that seem to re-
peat in this section?  

In a Spirit-filled life love will display itself by

Romans 12:14

Romans 12:15   1.

  2.

Romans 12:16    1.

   2.

   3.

Romans 12:17    1.

   2.

Romans 12:18

Romans 12:19

Observation Romans 13

8. The Life Application Bible includes this wise note for verses 19-21, “Forgiveness involves both attitudes 
and actions.” What should be the attitude and actions of a Christian toward those who oppose them? 

1. In Romans 1:1 Paul stated that he was writing this letter as an apostle.  The definition of an apostle is 
a delegate, a messenger, one sent forth with orders. Because of his calling we would do well to listen 
when he instructs and obey. What instructions does the apostle Paul give in Romans 13:1?  
  

Dig Deeper: Look up the Greek word that was translated “subject” 
or “submit” in verse 1.  

2. According to Romans 13:1, some government officials are elected and some are appointed, but, ulti-
mately who gives them their authority? 

3. If we do all we can to live at peace under the authorities that have rule over us, Scripture says we 
have nothing to worry about. But if we do wrong, if we break the laws, then what will be the outcome?      

4. Romans 13:5 gives us the two reasons we are to submit and obey the authorities over us. What are the 
two reasons Paul states?   
• 
• 
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5. Have you ever wondered where the idea of taxes originated? What is the intended purpose for the 
money gathered in taxes in verse 6?      

6. What debt do you believe Paul is referring to in Romans 13:8-10? 

 To whom do we owe this debt?    
                             

7. When Paul said, “Therefore, love is the fulfillment of the law.”  What do you believe he meant?    

What was the purpose of the law?  Paul points to four of the ten commandments. If we truly love God 
and love others will we be fulfilling the law?    

8. Romans 13:13 gives us clear instructions for how believers are to behave. What behaviors and actions 
did Paul mention that we would do well to avoid?    

9. Romans 13:14 encourages us as believers to consider what we are called to do and to “clothe your-
selves with the Lord Jesus Christ.” What is the benefit to making this conscious choice?    

1. What an amazing chapter!!! Paul made it very easy for us to picture what true worship looks like,“It is 
a living sacrifice.” After studying chapters 12 and 13, what do you believe Paul meant when he called 
believers to live as “a living sacrifice?”   
  

2. Do you struggle with conformity to the world?  Are there things of this world that influence you?  
We would do well to remember, “Delayed obedience is really just disobedience.” Have you felt the 
Spirit of God speaking to you?  What actions are you prepared to take?

3. What does it mean to “be transformed by the renewing of your mind?” 

What are some ways we can transform our thinking? 

4. If our mind is transformed by God, how will we view things like our relationships, our marriage, our mon-
ey and our job? 

5. Over and over in Scripture we are called to a life of humility and gentleness. What are some ways to 
display true humility each day? 

Application Romans 12
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6. Romans 12 is not the only place in Scripture that talks about gifts given to all believers. Read 1 Corinthi-
ans 12:4-11. What do you learn about the gifts given by the Holy Spirit?  

Who receives these gifts?

What is God’s purpose for giving them?

7. One of the greatest joys of being a Christian is discovering the gifts you have been given in order to 
use them for service to our Lord. What are your gifts?   

If you are unsure about your Spiritual gifts, there are tools available that can help you identify them. 
You can find a personal assessment at:  https://www.lifeway.com/en/articles/women-leadership-spir-
itual-gifts-growth-service   This is not a test it is an assessment of the gifts you may have been given. It 
will help you get a general overview of how God has equipped you for the tasks ahead of you. List 
your top three gifts below and share them with your small group.  

8. It is not enough to want to be pleasing to God. Paul wants the reader to know he or she has been 
given gifts by the Holy Spirit that will enable us to live a life pleasing to God. Select a question below 
that you would be willing to answer in your small group. Take care when you share your answer to be 
thoughtful of the people in your response. 

• Think back over your week, in what ways have you loved sincerely?
 
• Did you have an opportunity to do something good for someone else in Jesus name?

• When it comes to family would you say you are devoted to one another in love? There are times 
when loving those closest to us is not easy. What can we do that will enable us to remain devoted 
in love?

• In what way have you shown honor to someone else? Did you have an opportunity to put some-
one ahead of yourself?

• Even though there are trials and problems all around, how have you been able to bring joy into the 
lives of those who are suffering?  Have you helped someone feel a bit of hope? 

• How did you persevere this week in the face of something difficult?  Not just plow through but 
shown patience in the trial?

• Have you lifted-up someone in prayer consistently this week?  Was it a friend, a loved one or per-
haps an enemy?

• How have you shown generosity or hospitality this past week? 

9. Problems and disappointment seem to be just a normal part of life. It seems everywhere they go they 
bring their two best friends sorrow and suffering. How we respond says a lot about what we truly be-
lieve. What would you say is the key to being able to “live at peace with everyone?”

10. We are instructed to rejoice with those who rejoice and to weep with those who weep. Why would we 
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need to be instructed to do this?  Why is this so often difficult for us to do?  

In John 13:35 Jesus said, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one anoth-
er.”  This word love is translated from the Greek word “agape,” which means brotherly love, affection, 
good will, benevolence. It comes from the word “agapao” which means, to welcome, to entertain, to 
be fond of, to love dearly, to be well pleased, to be contented with.

11. D.L. Moody said, “The problem with a living sacrifice is that it keeps crawling off the altar.”  Does this 
sound a bit too familiar?  Why is it so hard for us to remain committed to this type of sacrificial life? 

12. Living out the things we studied in Romans 12 would truly be the “transformed life.” Hindsight is one of 
God’s greatest gifts to us. Often our progress is so slow it is difficult to see it at all.  But when you look 
back over where you were last year, do you see growth in your walk of faith? Did you know your heav-
enly Father is smiling?  

Application Romans 13
1. Name a few of the authorities over you? Think about these people and how they got to be in authority 

over you—was it by your choice or someone else’s? Ultimately, who does Scripture tell us establishes 
those who will be in authority?  
  

2. Everyday we are faced with choices. Choices to come under the authorities over us and to obey or 
rebel and disobey. If we are filled with God’s Spirit, then we should have fruit that evidences his pres-
ence.  Read Galatians 5:13-14 and 22-23. If the Holy Spirit of God is truly leading us then what will be 
evident in our life?  How will that help us to submit to the authorities over us?

3. Paul quotes Jesus when he says, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” What are some ways we show love 
for ourselves?  

What would it require of us if we are going to treat others with this same regard? 

4. Other than submitting to their authority and living a peaceful life, what should believers do for our offi-
cials and leaders? 

5. Our submission to authority goes beyond simply paying taxes. What further instructions does Paul give 
concerning those in authority over us?   Will studying this chapter change your conversation concern-
ing some of the men and women who are in positions of authority?  Go back and read Romans 13:7 
before writing your answer.

6. Paul gave a warning to those who would read this letter.  He said, “wake up;” some translations say, 
“don’t be so absorbed and exhausted…that you lose track of the time.”  Why is Paul calling believers 
to be on guard and pay attention to the time?   Do you ever think about what you might be doing 
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when Jesus returns? Just think if this was true way back in Paul’s day how much more important is this 
warning today?  

7. We have looked at several topics this week, living a life of humble submission and sacrifice to God, 
submission to authorities, the importance of making the best use of each moment and day, and our 
daily choice to reflect Christ to those around us.  Which of these spoke to your heart?  What difference 
has this time of study made in your walk with Jesus? 

Extra Verses
       1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same 
Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 7 Now to each 
one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of 
wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing be-
tween spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All 
these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 

      Galatians 5:13-14 
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh ; rather, serve one 
another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

       Galatians 5:22-23
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law.

       


