
When opening God’s word to study and hear from him, we should approach it with a reverent 
attitude of heart.  Pray and ask God to open your heart to the truth you are about to study in this 
chapter.  This is a very serious teaching on a very serious subject.  It is seldom seen in our 
churches today; because it is not familiar, we may have a tendency to think it strange or too 
harsh.      

In the space below the next 7 verses, underline or highlight what you learn about God.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1) John 1:1-3  
 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.2He was 
 with God in the beginning.3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that 
 has been made.”

2) Psalm 102:25 "In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the 
work of your hands." 

3) Ecclesiastes 3:11 "He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the 
hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end." 

4) Hebrew 1:3 "The Son (Jesus) is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word." 

5) Psalms 103:17 “But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear him, 
and his righteousness with their children's children—“

6) Jer. 31:3  “The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: "I have loved you with an everlasting 
love; I have drawn you with loving-kindness.”

7) Psalms 19:9 “The fear (Yir'ah- fear (of God), respect, reverence, piety) of the LORD is pure, 
enduring forever. The ordinances (Mishpat- judgements and decisions)   of the LORD are sure 
and altogether righteous.” (Tsadaq- always and completely just) 

Now that we have refreshed our thoughts and see God as the ultimate authority and 
loving Father, let’s take a look at 1 Corinthians 5.  Read the chapter at least twice before 
starting.
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The apostle Paul was in Ephesus near the end of his third missionary journey when he 
wrote this letter to the church at Corinth. Locate these two cities on a map.   This is very 
important as we put the picture together.  

1. How did Paul find out about the sin going on in Corinth? Vs.1

2. What does that tell you about their sin?  Is it hidden or is it out in the open in this 

congregation? 

3. What specifically was the sin mentioned by Paul?  

Read Lev.18:8 and Deut.22:30. 

•  What is commanded by God in these verses?  

Now read Lev. 18:29-30, 

• What did God command them to do with those who commit such sin? 

Look at Lev. 18:27-28.   Those who commit such sin defiled themselves and what else?

• This is a serious sin and it must be dealt with in order to preserve the church 

body.  

• John MacArthur’s commentary states that these actions were illegal under 

Roman law also. Lev.18:8 forbids this practice.  They are involved in gross sin.  

Even the unsaved would look at this and say that is wrong.

4. There must be a distinction; we should be different from the world.   We are to be 

the __________ and the ___________ according to Matthew 5:13-14.   Put that 

in your own words.  How would this apply to you and any known sin in your life? 

5. Why do you believe Paul would mention their pride at this point?                   

Have you ever met someone who is so proud of their spiritual growth that they 

began to take pride in it?
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• Proverbs 11:2  “When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility 

comes wisdom”

• Proverbs 16:18 “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.”

6.  What should their response have been to this sin among them?  

7. Do you believe there might have been progression to this sin? 

Perhaps there had been  other sins that should have been dealt with that might 

have kept them from this point?   God’s desire for believers is that they be faithful 

and wise managers of all that is placed in their care. 

• Lk.12:48b  “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; 

and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”

8.  What has God done for you?  

9. What do you owe him?  

10.Are you diligently and purposefully living as a faithful follower of Christ? I am 

asking myself this as I am asking you.  

The sin they were tolerating in Corinth was not a grey area…it was sin.  Often in the 

Bible sin is referred to as leaven.  

11.  Several times Jesus warned the disciples and those listening to “beware of the 

leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees”.  What did he mean by this statement?

•  Jn. 14:6  "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.”
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• Jesus was the true bread of life; what the Pharisees and Sadducees offered the 

people was false teaching.  It may have appeared fine at first glance but it was 

truth changed, which is really false teaching.  

12.  When sin is allowed to come in and go unchecked what will happen? 

13.What kind of action does Paul instruct them to take?  

14.Underline in the text the two statements of confirmation and encouragement Paul 

gives them in verse 4?

There is no place for boasting, bragging or pride in the church.  

15.  What lesson from nature does he remind them of?  Vs.6 

16.What is the bread mentioned in verse 8?  

• John 6:35 Jesus said,  "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go 

hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.”

17.  What does leaven do when added to a mixture of ingredients to make bread?  

18.How much leaven is needed to make this change? 

Don’t be confused thinking Paul is talking about the lost world or the world in general.  

Vs.9

19.  Paul reminds them of his previous letter to them.  How had he instructed them 

prior to this letter of 1 Corinthians?

These people have the outside clean but the inside is full of dead men’s bones.  Jesus 

had spoken these words to the Pharisees and Scribes in Matthew 23:27.  They were  

also much more concerned with how others perceived them than the truth of what was 

really in their hearts.
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20.  In verse 11 Paul gets very specific.  What are his instructions now? 

21.According to verse 12 what is not to be our area of focus?  

As followers of Christ we are not in a position to pass judgment on the world.

• John 3:17 “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but to save the world through him.”

• The Greek word in Jn. 3:17 translated “condemn” is the same word as in 1 Cor. 

5:12 translated “judge”.  It is the Greek word krino.  

• We have been sent out by the authority of Jesus Christ to go to all the nations 

and make disciples, teaching them to obey all things that Jesus commanded.  

22.  In what way has the study of this chapter affected your walk of faith?  

23.  Why do you suppose we see so little of real separation in our churches today?  

24. If we did deal with sin correctly how might our church impact society? 

25.How will you internalize this lesson?  What will you take away from this chapter 
that will allow you to walk in a closer relationship with Christ and have greater 
power in your ministry?
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