


Lesson Two | Abram’s Call to Sarah’s Death 
This week, we will look at the forefather of the nation of Israel, Abram. 

As we study these Old Testament men and women try to put yourself in their sandals.  
They did not have the gift of God’s written word so when we see them walk by faith…it 
is a true walk of faith. 

Day One 

1. Last week, we left off with Terah fathering Abram, Nahor and Haran. The end of 
Genesis 11 tells us all three brothers married, but sadly Haran died leaving his 
son Lot in the care of his brother Abram.  

We have provided a chart at the end of this study guide to give an overview of 
Abram’s family.  Terah, Abram’s father, took Abram, his wife Sarai and Lot and 
moved from Ur of the Chaldeans to Haran and settled there. We do not know 
how long they lived in Haran. 
  
Read Genesis 12:1-3 and Acts 7:2-4. 
Here we see God’s call to Abram and the promises given to him. 
What was God’s call to Abram? 

2. What were the promises given to Abram when God called him?  
•    
•    
•    

3. Abram was 70 years old when he left Haran with Sarai and Lot.  As Abram 
traveled through Canaan, the LORD appeared to him.  

Read Genesis 12:7 and write the promise below. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

What was Abram’s response to this promise? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Because there was a famine in the land and food was hard to come by, Abram 
moved his family to Egypt for a time. Abram got a lesson on God’s amazing 
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supernatural ability to care for him.  If you would like to read this event, it is 
found in Genesis 12:10-20. 

This will not be Abram’s last lesson on trusting God completely. God’s blessing 
of provision has begun and Abram’s herds have multiplied. Lot is no longer a 
child. He has grown and like Abram, his herds have grown.  Strife has begun 
between the servants of these two men. Gracious Abram gives his nephew the 
choice of land to move with his herds and family. 

Read Genesis 13:10-11. 
What was the choice? 
Which land did Lot choose?   

5. As you read about Abram’s offer and Lot’s choice, were you reminded of a time 
when someone repaid your kindness with selfishness?   

6. Was Canaan really second best?  

  
7. The well-watered Jordan valley made caring for herds much easier. 

However, is easier always the best way to go? 
What are some questions that should have been answered before pitching his 
tent near Sodom?  Have you ever had to ask a few questions before making a 
move? 

Day Two 

1. In Genesis 14, we read a war broke out and Lot was taken captive.  Abram hears 
this, takes 318 of his “trained servants” and he pursues the armies.   He defeats 
them, returning with the captives and the plunder.  He is met by Melchizedek.  
How is this man described? 

2. Melchizedek speaks a blessing over Abram. 
Who is given glory for this amazing victory?   

3. Abram gives him a tenth of everything as a tithe to God. He returns the people 
to their land and takes nothing for himself. 

Read Genesis 14:22. 
Why did Abram say he did not want any of the goods?   

4. Who did Abram rely on to provide for all his needs?   
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5. The expression “I have lifted my hand to the LORD,” was both a gesture of 
praying and of swearing an oath, both may be intended here. When Abram set 
out on his expedition, it is very probable he prayed to God for success. He swore 
that if given the victory, he would receive no profit. We may never be called to 
fight in hand to hand combat, but we are called daily to courageously battle our 
spiritual enemy on behalf of our loved ones. 

When you set out on a difficult and dangerous assignment, are you careful to 
pray and seek God’s blessing?   

6. What did it prove when Abram chose not to take any of the goods that had 
been brought back?   

7. Can you think of a time when a monetary reward was offered to you, but you 
refused to take it and lavish it on yourself, but gave it as an offering? 

What were the details of that event?  
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Day Three 

1. In Genesis 15:1 Abram once again receives a word from the LORD. 
What did God say to Abram?   

2. What do you believe God meant by the encouragement given to Abram in 
Genesis 15:1?   

3. Despite all Abram has been blessed with there is one thing he does not have, 
an heir. 

Read Genesis 15:4-6. 
What did God promise Abram?   

Read Genesis 15: 13-15. 
What did God tell Abram concerning the future of his descendants after his 
death?    

4. Are you waiting on a promise to be fulfilled? 

5. How long have you been waiting?    

6. Are you wavering in your belief that God will fulfill all he has promised?   
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7. When God’s timing is different from your timing what does it take to remain 
steadfast? 
Define steadfast.  

Read Proverbs 4:26 and Isaiah 26:3 in order to answer the question of remaining 
steadfast.   

8. Perhaps you are like Abram and a word from the LORD, at just the right time, 
gives you all you need to continue in faith.  Share a time when God spoke a 
promise to you and encouraged your heart that he is still on schedule for all he 
has promised. 

Day Four 

1. God had promised Abram he would be a great nation, but at this time he and 
Sarai still have no children. Sarai comes up with a plan which sounds strange to 
us; she offers her servant girl to Abram to bear a son for her.  Hagar, her 
Egyptian handmaid, becomes pregnant and bears a son, Ishmael. 

Read Genesis 16:16. 
How old is Abram?  

2. Looking back, we see that Sarai should never have made such an offer. 
Have you ever thought you knew how to fix a problem only to find you have 
stepped out of God’s will and gotten something that was never part of God’s 
plan?       
What did you do? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

3. What did Abram’s actions show when he went along with Sarai’s plan?                                     
What would have been the wiser thing for Abram to do? 

4. Genesis 17, God appears to Abram once again.  Notice Abram is now 99 years 
old. That makes Ismael 13 years old.  

Read Genesis 17:1-8. 
God changes Abram’s name to Abraham. 
What is the significance of this name change? 

Look up these two names, using a Strong’s Concordance, and jot down their 
meanings. 

a. Abram 

 11



b. Abraham  
5. In your Bible highlight every time God says “I will” in Genesis 17:1-8. 

Write the promises God gave Abram in verses 6-8. 
a.    
b.    
c.    
d.    
e.    

6. God appears again to Abraham in Genesis 18. 
What does he promise in verse 10? 

7. Now look at Genesis 21:1-7. 
How old is Abraham?   
What joyous event happens in these seven verses?    

8. Did you do the math?  Abraham has waited 30 years for the heir God had 
promised. 
How are you at waiting on the promises of God? 
  
Stop for a few minutes to consider the things you have been waiting on.  Are 
they things only God can do? 

Why not talk to God about this again? 
Write out your prayer. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

James 5:16 “…The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.” 

Day Five 

1. The Bible says, “God tested Abraham.”  God tests in order to display obedience, 
never to tempt us. 

Read James 1:2-3, 12-13. 
What do you see concerning testing?   
  

2. Read Genesis 22. 

The Bible clearly says, “God tested Abraham.”  Since God is sovereign, he not 
only knows what he is going to do, he knows how we will respond.   
What did God ask Abraham to do?   

3. What was Abraham’s response?  
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4. Who went with him?  

5. What provisions did Abraham take?  

6. What specifics details did Abraham tell the servants when they arrived at the 
spot God had told him? (Pay close attention to this; his words reveal how he 
could obey without question.) 

a. 
b. 
c.  

7. Isaac was no small boy; scripture tells us Abraham had him carry the wood. 
What was Isaac’s question to his father?   

8. What was Abraham’s response to Isaac’s question?  

9. Nowhere is there to be found a more touching story than this account of 
Abraham and his struggle between obedience to God and love for his son. 

Read Hebrews 11:17-19. 
How was Abraham able to obey God in such a difficult assignment?  

10. Just as Abraham was about to offer Isaac, God spoke, “Do not lay your hand on 
the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you 
have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 

Abraham’s action confirmed his faithful obedience to God and God confirmed 
his faithful provision, by providing the ram.  When we go through a test it is 
imperative we carefully obey everything God has asked us to do and allow him 
to work out all the details.   
What was your last test of obedience?  

11. Genesis 23 says Sarah lived 127 years.  She was buried in a cave at Machpelah, 
east of Hebron. Sarah has not been the focus of our study this week, but we can 
learn some lessons from her. 

Choose one or two of the lessons below. Answer it so you can share it in your 
small group discussion time.    

a. As a married couple, God's call is best followed together. Do you know 
God’s call?  

b. We must not allow a struggle to cause us to step out of God’s plan. When 
difficulties arise what is your plan of action?  
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c. We should never let the limitations of what can be seen alter our walk of 
faith. When what you long for seems impossible what do you do?  

d. God's timing is always best. The time between a desire of our heart and 
receiving this gift from God is often referred to as the “meantime.” What 
do you do in the meantime?  

e. Nothing is too difficult for God. Is it hard to walk in faith when you are 
not seeing the answer to your prayers?  

f. When we experience doubts, fears, and uncertainties we must allow God 
to strengthen our walk of faith.  What are some ways to strengthen your 
walk of faith to weather the storms of life?   

12. Read Genesis 25:7-11. 
How old was Abraham when he died?   

Where was he buried?   
   

13. What are some lessons (good or bad) you have learned after studying Abraham?  
______________________________________________________________________
________
______________________________________________________________________
________
______________________________________________________________________
________

14. Which of God’s character qualities have you seen this week as you have studied his 
word?
Add them to your list on The Character of God page.

Please, do not leave this question unanswered.  The purpose of our study is to get to 
know our God.   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