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   Sowing generously 

I think as long as I can remember I have heard instructions on sowing and reaping.  My grandmother had 
a beautiful garden.  She planned it carefully every winter; then in the spring she and my grandfather 
tilled the ground and followed the layout for planting at just the right time.  She had a particular place 
for each vegetable in order to optimize the space and the amount of light each would get each day.  
After all the vegetables were planted she would then begin to decorate her garden with lovely Zinnias 
and Marigolds and many other flowers all around the borders.    

One spring in particular I remember helping her with the planting.  She allowed me to plant the carrots.  
Carrot seeds are very tiny and difficult to pick up one at a time.  She quickly stopped me and showed me 
how to sow them generously in order to have a good crop  

Today we will be reading and studying chapter 9 of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians.  He is speaking to 
them about these principles for sowing and reaping.  Even though these may be familiar passages for 
many of us please pray and ask God to open your heart to these truths afresh so that you can 
understand them and apply them to where you are today.  Read the section of scripture 2 Cor. 9:6- 15 at 
least twice before starting the study guide.  As you will recall we went over verses 1-5 with chapter 8.   

1. Remember Paul is actually still speaking to them in reference to the offering they had promised 
to gather for the desperate Christians in Jerusalem.                                                                            
What truth does he point out here? Vs. 6 

The seed belongs to the farmer but what would happen if he chose to hoard it in his barn 
fearing he might not have enough for the next year?                                                                                  
A wise farmer realizes that what we keep is all we will have but what we give, God multiples.   

2. Where does a wise farmer get next year’s seeds?  

3. What seed do you have?  If you pictured your life and the lives of those around you as gardens 
what are you planning and sowing and tending in order to harvest a bountiful crop?   

4. There are a few basic facts that any farmer will tell you.   

a. What you sow is exactly what you will  ________________________.   

b. You will reap later than you _______________. You must be patient and willing to wait.  

c. Sowing is not the end of the work; you must tend your garden in order to reap a 
bountiful ____________________. 

d. You will reap greater harvest than you  ___________________. (I love the picture of a 
kernel of corn when planted reaps 2 or sometimes 3 ears full of kernels.)  

e. Farming is a very hard work but if  the farmer continues to care for his garden he will 
reap a ________________         _________________.   
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5. Read Galatians 6:7 then write it in your own words.   

6.  Often I hear people say I don’t like the way things have been going these last few years.    
Maybe in their marriage, their job, in the lives of their children or in their walk of faith, things 
have begun to fall apart.  What truth of sowing could we share with them?  

7. I have heard it said many times, “If you always do what you’ve always done…you always get 
what you’ve always got.”    How can this cycle be broken?  What must be done to break it? 

8.  We have been looking at a lot of practical truth up to this point but Paul brings up the heart of 
the matter of giving.   Vs. 7   What part does our attitude play in our giving?  

9. Does it really matter to God what I give?     Read vs.7 again.  I do not want to mislead you so 
think.  Does God really need you to accomplish any of his will?   

10. God will use us to carry out his will.   Do you view your activities as opportunities to join in God’s 
plan?  

11. What would happen to the world if you never choose to give?  There are those who say “What’s 
mine is mine”, “I worked hard for this, let them work and get their own”.  

12. According to verses 8-9, can you out-give God?   

13. Do you smile as you are participating in an offering to help meet a need?   Or helping with a 
work day for a need?    

14. Do you smile as you share the truths you are learning from God’s word with your family over 
dinner or in the car?   Would this classify as sowing seed?  

15.  According to verse 10 where does the seed come from for all our sowing?  Who is ultimately 
responsible for the amount of harvest?   

16. Read Matthew 13:1-23, this is Jesus teaching a parable on sowing seed.  Even his disciples 
needed some explanation, so in verse 19 he explains the parable.   What did you learn about 
sowing from this passage?  Will every seed we sow yield the same bountiful crop?   

17. In verse 11-13 we see another blessing to sowing precious seed?  Not only will God continue to 
enable you to sow generously again and again, but what will it produce in the heart of others 
that you minister to?   Highlight in the three verses the blessing that this will produce in others.  

18. Below there are several verses on the subject of giving, read them and in the margin try to 
summarize them in just a few words.  Please don’t rush through these.      

Israel’s instructions for caring for their poor                                                                                                         
Deut. 15:7-8,10  

 If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. 8 Rather be 
openhanded and freely lend him whatever he needs…Give generously to him and do so without a 
grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in 
everything you put your hand to. 

Israel’s instruction how they were to give. 
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Deut. 16:17  

Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed you. 

King David taking up the offerings for his son Solomon.  One day he would build the Temple of 
God. 

1 Chron. 29: 1,2,5,9   

Then King David said to the whole assembly: "My son Solomon, the one whom God has chosen, is 
young and inexperienced. The task is great, because this palatial structure is not for man but for 
the LORD God. 2 With all my resources I have provided for the temple of my God--gold for the 
gold work, silver for the silver, bronze for the bronze, iron for the iron and wood for the wood, as 
well as onyx for the settings, turquoise, stones of various colors, and all kinds of fine stone and 
marble--all of these in large quantities…for the gold work and the silver work, and for all the 
work to be done by the craftsmen. Now, who is willing to consecrate himself today to the 
LORD?"… The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had given freely 
and wholeheartedly to the LORD. David the king also rejoiced greatly. 

Prov. 3:27  

Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act. 

Prov. 11:24-25  

One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.  A 
generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. 

Prov. 21:26  

…the righteous give without sparing. 

Prov. 22:9   

A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor. 

Mal. 3:10   

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," 
says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out 
so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 

Matthew 6:3-4  

But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you. 

Mark 12:41-44   

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting 
their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor 
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widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. 43 Calling 
his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the 
treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put 
in everything--all she had to live on." 

Luke 6:38   

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running 
over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." 

John 3:16   

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. 

Acts 20:35   

In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, 
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' " 

Romans 12:6-8   

We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him 
use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it 
is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give 
generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it 
cheerfully. 

James 2:15-16  

Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to him, "Go, I 
wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is 
it? 

19. How has studying this lesson on giving changed any of your thinking on the subject?  

20. The purpose for all we do as believers should always be that God would be glorified.          
Has God been glorified in your giving to your family, friends, to ministries or to the poor?  

21. Specifically how have you been giving, and sowing into the lives and hearts of your family?   

Can you think of some new ways to sow something of eternal value in your home?  

22. What are you giving with a cheerful heart? Your time? Your talents? Your resources?   


