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This week we will be studying 2 Corinthians 3.   Please, read the chapter twice before 

attempting to answer the questions.  Pray and ask God to open your heart to all he 

longs to say to you.   

In Chapter 1:  Paul taught on God’s comfort and our response to that comfort.   

In Chapter 2:  Paul taught on forgiveness and restoration toward a repentant person.   

Now, in Chapter 3:  Paul is turning his attention to the glory of God’s Old and New Covenants.  

In the Old Testament this word for covenant is berith, meaning an agreement between two 

parties.  In the New Testament it is the word diatheke, often translated “testament” but still 

carries the same meaning as berith.  We will be looking at the use of this word in reference to 

God's revelation of himself in the way of promise or of favor to men. There are also covenants 

between men, tribes and nations but we will be looking at God’s covenants Old and New that he 

established between himself and man.  In the Old Testament God established his covenant with 

man promising to bless men on the condition of complete obedience to His commands.  In the 

New Testament God established his covenant of grace-God’s promise to save men on the 

condition of their trusting in Christ and receiving him as their Savior.  Everyone that has ever 

been saved from Adam to the last person who will one day be saved has been saved by the 

terms of the New Covenant; even though it was not formerly ratified until Christ’s death on the 

cross as our substitute. Salvation comes to those who realize their sin and their need for a 

Savior. 

1. In verses 1 & 2 we see a repeated phrase, letters of recommendation, 

underline it.  Is Paul’s question sincere or rhetorical? Vs.1   What is he 

saying about them specifically? Vs. 2  

2. Why would a person need a letter of recommendation?   

3. In verse 3, Paul reminds them that their lives have been changed and are 

marked by the Spirit of God.   He contrasts the Law God gave Moses in the 

wilderness with the gospel (good news of Jesus Christ).  But now it is 

written on ___________________.   For those of you who are avid diggers 

into the deeper things of God’s word.  Take two different highlighters and 

go through marking each of the references to the Old and the New 

Covenants.   It is stated in various ways: Old Covenant, the letter, ministry 

of death, etc.  New Covenant, the Spirit, ministry of righteousness, etc. Now 

make a list of all you have learned concerning the Old and New Covenants.  

4. According to Galatians 3:24-26, what was the purpose of the law?                              

Picture a young child traveling by plane, given a guardian, what is the 

purpose of the guardian for that child until they reach their intended 

destination?  
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a. Gal. 3:24-26 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we 

might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 

guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.   

5. God gave Moses the 10 Commandments so the people would know what 

He required.  Without the Law how would they know what to do to be right 

with God?                                                                                      

a. Romans 7:7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had 

not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to 

covet if the law had not said, "You shall not covet."  

6. After reading Gal. 3:24-26 and Romans 7:7 what was the purpose of the 

law?  What did it make clear?  How does the Law lead us to Christ?  Would 

you know for sure what sin really is without God’s law?  

7. Let’s look back at two Old Testament prophecies, Jer. 31:33 and Ez. 11:19-

20  Underline what God said he will do one day for Israel.  

Jer. 31:31-33 "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with 

their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD.  But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put 

my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people. 

Ez. 11:19-20 And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will 

remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in 

my statutes and keep my rules and obey them. And they shall be my people, and I will be their 

God. 

8. God longs to have a close relationship with men and women.                                              

According to Romans 3:21-24 

“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 

and the Prophets bear witness to it-- the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 

who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and 

are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,” 

Can anyone be right with God on his own?  Can we do anything to be 

justified or placed in right standing before a holy God?   Read verse 24 in 

The Message. 24 God did it for us. Out of sheer generosity he put us in right standing with 

himself. A pure gift. He got us out of the mess we're in and restored us to where he always 

wanted us to be. And he did it by means of Jesus Christ. 
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9. In Paul’s letter to Timothy we read Christ’s purpose for coming into the 

world. Underline his purpose. 

1 Timothy 1:15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.    

10. Now let’s look at verses 7-11.     In what way is Paul comparing the Old and 

New Covenants?  What does he say was true for the Old Covenant of the 

Law that would be even more so for the New Covenant of grace? 

11. Notice verse 9 what does he call the two covenants or ministries?                              

Reading this verse in the NIV is helpful.  “If the ministry that condemns men is 

glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness!” 

12.  In verse 11 what distinction does he make to show a difference in these 

two covenants?   

13. After all we have seen this week comparing the Old and the New 

Covenants, it is easy to see why Paul says in verse 12 “since we have such 

a hope, we are very bold.”  Just knowing that the sovereign God of the 

universe desires to have an intimate relationship with men and women and 

would go to such lengths to provide a way for sinners like us is amazing.  

But knowing about the gift designated for us and actually opening it and 

making it our own are two different things.  It is not enough to simply know 

these facts; we must allow the truth to change our hearts.  Can you recall a 

time when you acknowledged the fact that you are a sinner and asked 

Christ to forgive your sins and save you?  

I understand that there are people who cannot recall the date when they 

asked Christ to be their savior.   I can’t always remember particular dates, 

such as birthdays, anniversary or other important events.   That does not 

mean that they were not important or that they did not happen.  It simply 

means I did not make a mental note of it at that time.   But I distinctly recall 

the details of those events.  

14. I love how clearly this truth is stated in The Message.    Underline what you 

must do to be saved. 

Romans 10:8-12 … The word that saves is right here, as near as the tongue in 

your mouth, as close as the heart in your chest. Say the welcoming word to God 

- "Jesus is my Master" - embracing, body and soul, God's work of doing in us 

what he did in raising Jesus from the dead. That's it. You're not "doing" anything; 

you're simply calling out to God, trusting him to do it for you. That's salvation.         

With your whole being you embrace God setting things right, and then you say it, 
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right out loud: "God has set everything right between him and me!"   Scripture 

reassures us, "No one who trusts God like this - heart and soul - will ever regret 

it."  It's exactly the same no matter what a person's religious background may be: 

the same God for all of us, acting the same incredibly generous way to everyone 

who calls out for help.  

15. Even though our salvation is instantaneous, verse 18 compares it to an 

unveiled face beholding the glory of the Lord.  What does Paul say our 

transformation will be like?  Look up the word “transformed” and write a 

definition.    

16. How are we being made over into the image of Christ?   

1 John 3:2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet 

appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we 

shall see him as he is.  And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as 

he is pure. 

Romans 12:1-2  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of 

God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

17. If you are a believer make a list of some of the transformation going on in 

your life.  If you are a follower of Christ then the Holy Spirit is living in you 

and you are being transformed into the image of Christ.  How is your walk 

of faith different this year than last year?   What has God spoken to you 

about this week?                                                                  


