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1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of 
Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all 
the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as they 
were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to 
persuade Jews and Greeks. 5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted 
himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 6 But when the 
Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, 
"Your blood be on your own heads! I am clear of my responsibility. From now on I will go to the 
Gentiles."  

7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of 
God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of 
the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized. 9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in 
a vision: "Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one 
is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city." 11 So Paul stayed for 
a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.  

12 While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul and brought him 
into court. 13 "This man," they charged, "is persuading the people to worship God in ways 
contrary to the law." 14 Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to the Jews, "If you Jews 
were making a complaint about some misdemeanor or serious crime, it would be reasonable for 
me to listen to you. 15 But since it involves questions about words and names and your own law--
settle the matter yourselves. I will not be a judge of such things." 16 So he had them ejected from 
the court. 17 Then they all turned on Sosthenes the synagogue ruler and beat him in front of the 
court. But Gallio showed no concern whatever.  

18 Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and sailed for Syria, 
accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off at Cenchrea 
because of a vow he had taken. 19 They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. 
He himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to 
spend more time with them, he declined. 21 But as he left, he promised, "I will come back if it is 
God's will." Then he set sail from Ephesus. 22 When he landed at Caesarea, he went up and 
greeted the church and then went down to Antioch. 23 After spending some time in Antioch, Paul 
set out from there and traveled from place to place throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, 
strengthening all the disciples.  

24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned 
man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the 
Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the 
baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard 
him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. 
27 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples 
there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed. 
28 For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus 
was the Christ.  

Read the entire chapter before beginning to answer the questions.  Pray 
and ask God for His divine instruction as you dig into His word.  You will 
see a familiar cycle of events in this chapter, you might want to mark them 
above on the text or highlight the cycle in the verse.   

1. Where do we find Paul in his travels?  Look at a map in your Bible.  
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2. Who did Paul meet here?  Note why they were in Corinth and any 
facts you find out about them.  What did they have in common with 
Paul?   

3. Look up Corinth and see what you can find out about the people 
living there at that time.   

4. Tent making was an excellent skill for Paul to have since he was a 
traveling evangelist.   He could use his professional skills wherever 
he traveled.  What benefit could this be as he traveled?  

5. Where could Paul be found on the Sabbath?   
6. What was he doing?  
7. What two friends rejoin Paul in Corinth? Vs. 5 
8. Was Paul welcomed with open arms by all those who heard him?  
9. What was the response of those listening to him?  Vs. 6 
10. What was the result?  Vs.6  What did Paul do in response to their 

words?  
11. What did this action represent to the Jews?  Try to picture this event, 

put yourself in the crowd listening and watching Paul that day, what 
would you think if you saw him do this? Matt. 10:14 (This Jewish custom 

would have been well known to them.  Jews practiced this when leaving a Gentile 
town to represent separation from their Gentile practices.)   

12. How did God supply Paul’s need at this time?  Vs. 7-11 be specific.  
 

13. Even though they were hostile what wonderful event happened?  Do 
you think this event lifted Paul’s spirit? Vs. 8    

Often when I share the gospel I do not get to see someone immediately say “Yes, I want to pray right now and 
ask Jesus to come into my life and be my Savior.”  When they do say “Yes” it is so encouraging.  It makes me 
want to go out and tell someone else.   
 

14. In verses 9-11 what did the Lord do for Paul?  
15. What did these words do for Paul? 
16. Often today we hear people say that their only day off is Sunday and 

so they are going to rest.  Paul, a busy man, did not leave the 
worship or the ministry of God off simply because he had to work on 
other days.  How can we apply this example to our lives today? 

Vss.12-17 
17. Define Proconsul: 

 

18. Again we find Paul before a civil judge being accused.  What is the 
charge brought against him?   

19. Just as he is about to testify what happens?   
 

20. Who suffered at the hands of this angry crowd?  What had this man 
done? Vs. 17    

 Many believe this is the same man mentioned in 1 Cor. 1:1.  I suppose this unjust 
treatment by the crowd showed him their true colors and possibly caused him sometime 
to weigh it out for himself.  If it is the same man then he came to trust in Jesus at some 
point, since Paul calls him “brother”.   

 

21. Sosthenes had only held this position for a short time.  In verse 8 
who was the ruler of the synagogue?   Notice God’s protection for 
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Paul by using this man Gallio, how did Gallio’s response differ when 
Sosthenes was being beaten? Vs.17  

 

22. Much is packed into verses 18-22.  Locate these cities and provinces 
on your map so that you will become familiar with them.   

23. Who is mentioned traveling with Paul at this time?   
24. Did they go all the way to Jerusalem with him? 

 

Paul makes a vow here in vs. 18, we do not know the details of this vow, 
only that he shaved his head.  It was probably a Nazirite vow and the hair 
was to be offered as a sacrifice at a designated time. Numbers 6:18  
 

Look at your map, in verse 18 we see Paul had left Corinth and traveled to 
Cenchrea where he makes a vow and shaves his head, from there he 
traveled to Ephesus with Aquila and Priscilla, then traveling alone got on  
board a ship for Caesarea.  When he landed he traveled to see the brethren 
in Jerusalem and fulfilled his vow.   
Verse 23 is the beginning of Paul’s third missionary journey.  You might 
want to mark that in the margin.  If you did not mark the first two go back 
and do it now.   Acts 13:1, Paul’s first missionary journey and 15:36, Paul’s 
second missionary journey.   
 

25. Why is Paul returning to the churches that he had previously 
established?  

26. Who are we introduced to in vss. 24-28?  What do you learn about 
this man?    

27. What does it mean that Apollos only knew the baptism of John?   
 

28. What was John the Baptist message?  Matthew 3:1-2 
 

29. Do you know people who have a partial understanding of scripture? 
 

30. How do you help them come to a fuller understanding?   
 

31. Are you prepared to share with others the true freedom because of 
grace?  

 

32. Are you prepared to share with them the importance of obedience to 
the word?   
 

33. What was the command of Jesus in Matthew 28:19-20? Be specific. 
 

Sometimes people go off on a tangent.  That does not mean we leave them 
there.  We can do what these two saints did and take a genuine interest in 
them, try to help them understand and walk in truth.   
 

This chapter had several important events.   
1. A friendship was established with ___________and______________. 
2. Paul had gone to the Jews in Corinth first but had been rejected now 

he was free to minister to _________________. 
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3. Paul spent his time every day                     and                       freely in 
Corinth for 1 ½ years.  

4. He returned to ___________ and has now begun his third missionary 
journey.    

5. We meet for the first time a Jew named Apollos; who taught 
accurately the scriptures but needed to be further instructed by 
Priscilla and Aquila about ________________.    

 

 
We should be very thankful for those who open their hearts and homes to 
lead a life group.   Please take time to express your gratitude to the one 
who hosts your group.   They are a modern day Aquila and Priscilla inviting 
others in to their home in order that they might understand “the way of God 
more accurately”. 
  
Pray and ask God to bless their efforts.   You might offer to help them.   
Often all it takes is you to offer and they can find a way for you to help.  
Many hands make light work.   
 
Has God spoken to you about starting a group in your home?  It is not 
difficult, we have materials to help you and equip you if you are interested.  
Please contact Deziray Click deziray@clickworld.net or Kathy Patton 
jpatton1@cox.net  
 
God bless you as we take a short break in our studies.  Please come back 
and continue the study again with us when we pick up in Acts 19-28.  Do 
not take a break from God’s Word.   
 

 There are many wonderful short studies you can do to grow deeper 
in your relationship with God.  One I recently finished is Kay Arthur’s 
study of the names of God, “LORD, I want to know You”  It has 17 
chapters (some are small enough to combine) on the names of God 
and the character qualities that each name represents.   
 

 You might also like Philip Keller’s book “A shepherd looks at Psalms 
23” This is a very easy book to read and understand.  It was written 
by a shepherd and it explains each line of Psalms 23 and helps us 
gain a greater understanding of our loving shepherd.   

 

mailto:deziray@clickworld.net
mailto:jpatton1@cox.net

