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Observation
1. The church at Antioch was enjoying a time of growth, both in the 

number of believers and in their personal walk of faith.  Satan never 
leaves a good thing alone. If God is moving in an area, it will not be 
long before our enemy tries to infiltrate and corrupt what God is do-
ing.  After reading Acts 15:1, who are we told made the long journey 
from Judea to Antioch, and what was the purpose of this trip?   

   

2. God established His covenant with Abraham in Genesis 17.  A  cov-
enant is not like a contract. A contract simply requires the signature 
of the parties involved. A covenant always includes the shedding of 
blood. What was the sign of the covenant in Genesis 17: 9-11?

Read Matthew 26:28. What did Jesus come to establish?

3. Which apostles stepped up and disputed the teaching of these visi-
tors?

             Genesis 17:9-11 
Then God said to Abraham, “As for 
you, you must keep my covenant, 
you and your descendants after you 
for the generations to come. 10This 
is my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, the covenant 
you are to keep: Every male among 
you shall be circumcised.  11You are to 
undergo circumcision, and it will be 
the sign of the covenant between me 
and you.”

             Matthew 26:28 
 This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
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ACTS
Chapter 15

Note from Kathy
Problems and disagreements 
are inevitable. How we han-
dle them says a lot about 
us.  If you are enjoying a time 
of peace and growth that 
is wonderful.  But don’t be 
surprised if out of seemingly 
nowhere someone stirs up 
a debate that causes some 
problems. This chapter will 
help us see how we are to 
handle these situations. 
Romans 12:17-18 says, “Do not 
repay anyone evil for evil. Be 
careful to do what is right in 
the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is 
possible, as far as it depends 
on you, live at peace with 
everyone.”
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4. The decision on this matter was left to the apostles and the elders in 
Jerusalem. In verses 7-11 Peter addresses the group. Fill in the blanks 
below.
God chose to share the gospel with ____________________ and Jews.
God knows each man’s _________________________.
God showed he had accepted the Gentiles by giving them the 
_____________________________.
God purified their hearts by ______________________.
The Jewish brethren had to admit that neither they nor their ancestors 
could keep the law completely, to be right with God. All men and 
women are saved by _____________________.

5. What did Paul and Barnabas share in verse 12 that would testify to the 
truth of all Peter had spoken?

6. Theologians have written about James and his knowledge and metic-
ulous keeping of the Jewish law. James listened to Peter, Barnabas and 
Paul as they described how God had chosen the Gentiles also. Why 
did this make such perfect sense to James? 

What did he remember that helped his understanding? 

Read Acts 15:13-20. Because this was such an important issue, what did 
James and the church at Jerusalem decide to do?

7. Notice the interesting facts in verse 24. What did the letter say about 
the men who had originally gone to Antioch?

8. List the 4 idolatrous, pagan practices in verse 29 that they specifically 
warned Gentiles to avoid. Try not to focus on the why, just list them.

• 

• 

• 

•  

9. What was the response of the church at Antioch when the delegation 
arrived and read the letter in verse 31.  

10. What did Judas and Silas do while in Antioch according to verse 32?

11. For the third time in this chapter, in verses 36-41 we read of a dispute. 
Who disagreed, and what did they disagree about? 

             Acts 15:7-11 
After much discussion, Peter got up 
and addressed them: “Brothers, you 
know that some time ago God made 
a choice among you that the Gentiles 
might hear from my lips the message 
of the gospel and believe. 8God, who 
knows the heart, showed that he 
accepted them by giving the Holy 
Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 
9He did not discriminate between us 
and them, for he purified their hearts 
by faith. 10Now then, why do you try 
to test God by putting om the necks 
of Gentiles a yoke that neither we 
nor our ancestors have been able to 
bear?  11No! We believe it is through 
the grace of our Lord Jesus that we 
are saved, just as they are.”

             Acts 15:13-20
...James spoke up. “Brothers,” 
he said, “listen to me. 14Simon has 
described to us how God first inter-
vened to choose a people for his 
name from the Gentiles. 15The words 
of the prophets are in agreement wit 
this, as it is written: 
16After this I will return and rebuild 
David’s fallen tent. Its ruins I will 
rebuild, and I will restore it, 17that the 
rest of mankind may seek the Lord, 
even all the Gentiles who bear my 
name, says theLord, who does these 
things—18things known from long 
ago.  19It is my judgment, therefore, 
that we should not make it difficult 
for the Gentiles who are turning to 
God. 20Instead we should write to 
them, telling them to abstain from 
food polluted by idols, from sexual 
immorality, from the meat of stran-
gled animals and from blood.” 
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Application
1. In Acts 15:1 we read about a group of people who came from Judea 

to Antioch and began teaching contrary to the teaching of Paul and 
Barnabas. Scripture tells us that a sharp dispute began between these 
men and the leaders of the Antioch church. There are times when con-
flict is inevitable. Choosing to handle it with self-control and care can 
make all the difference as we seek a resolution. These believers chose 
to go to Jerusalem and seek the wisdom of the apostles—those who 
had walked and talked with Jesus. What is our resource for handling 
disagreements between believers today? 

  
2. When we experience a disagreement, it would be in our best interest 

to try to understand how the other person came to their conclusion. In 
verse 5 we read that the believers who had previously been Pharisees 
still believed that circumcision was mandatory for salvation. Pharisees 
were known for their strong desire to live by the letter of the law. In 
what ways did you think you were pleasing God, only to find out later 
as you grew in your faith that you were incorrect? Did you hold to any 
legalistic views early in your faith? 

What traditions or practices have you witnessed Christians trying to add 
to the good news of Gods salvation?

How has God’s grace been a game changer in your life as you’ve real-
ized the amazing truth of salvation? 

Do you truly comprehend the finished work of Jesus on your behalf?

3. In verses 8-11, Peter reminded the believers that God knows the heart 
of men and women, and if God gave the Gentiles the Holy Spirit then 
they should not add any other requirements. In Ephesians 2:8, Paul 
expounded on this same understanding of God’s saving grace. In your 
own words, describe your understanding of God’s saving grace.

How can we guard against expecting more from a new believer than 
God does? 

4. When Peter finished speaking, the apostle James stood up and agreed 
with everything Peter had said. James suggested they write a letter to 
the Gentile believers. The words we choose can make all the differ-

             Acts 14:15
Friends, why are you doing this? We 
too are only human, like you. We are 
bringing you good news, telling you 
to turn from these worthless things 
to the living God, who made the 
heavens and the earth and the sea 
and everything in them. 

             Acts 15:8, 9, 11 
8God, who knows the heart, showed 
that he accepted them by giving the 
Holy Spirit to them, just as he did 
to us...9...he purified their hearts by 
faith...11We believe it is through the 
grace of our Lord Jesus that we are 
saved, just as they are.

             Ephesians 2:8-10
For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—9 not by works, so that no one 
can boast. 10For we are God’s hand-
iwork, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.
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ence in how we are heard. James said it was not their intent to make 
it difficult for Gentiles to turn to God. As believers, we should be shar-
ing the gospel as simply as we can. The great commission of Matthew 
28:19-20 is not about us showing people what they need to change. It 
is about us sharing the good news of Christ’s finished work on the cross. 
How might we be making it difficult for others to come to Christ? 

  

5. Read Colossians 3:1-17 in your Bible. These verses direct us to the abun-
dant life Christ longs for all believers to enjoy. Colossians 3:16 reminds us 
to let the message and truth of Christ dwell within our hearts. Would you 
say the truth of what Christ offers you is ruling every day in your life? 

How might we give the Lord a greater freedom in our heart? 

It has been said that more is caught than taught. What would you like 
those whom you meet or encounter to “catch” from you?

             

6. In Acts 15:36-41 we read about a disagreement between Paul and 
Barnabas. These men had been through some difficult things togeth-
er. They were close friends. But even close friends can come to an 
impasse at times. Barnabas wanted to take John Mark with them, but 
Paul had not forgotten how John Mark began the journey last time 
and then left them and returned home. Since these two friends could 
not agree on the plan, they chose to part ways. The Bible does not say 
they wished each other any ill will. There was important kingdom work 
to do. Lack of unity can be harmful to the body of Christ. Does that 
mean we allow every practice and tradition to become part of our 
worship and service to God? 

7. According to John 13:34-35, what is to be the distinguishing character-
istic of a disciple and follower of Christ?

Loving others was no new command, but to love others as Christ loved 
others was revolutionary. Jesus loved with a sacrificial heart. It cost him 
something—it cost him his life to serve as our shepherd. His focus was 
always to do the Father’s will. He did not waste time focusing on dis-
agreements, only on God’s will. In return for his obedience and love, 
God gave his only son Jesus his kingdom and authority and power. 
Jesus was filled with unexplainable peace, joy, love, and an intimate 
relationship with the creator of the universe. Have you truly put God first 
in your heart and life?  

If you’re uncertain, pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal to you any stum-
bling blocks in your relationship with God.

             Matthew 28:19-20
Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.” 

             Colossians 3:16
Let the word of Christ richly dwell 
within you, with all wisdom teaching 
and admonishing one another with 
psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God. 

             John 13:34-35
 “A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another, even as 
I have loved you, that you also love 
one another. 35 “By this all men will 
know that you are My disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” 
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8. Paul was embarking on his second missionary journey. His plan was to 
return to the churches he planted to encourage, support and strength-
en them in their faith. Do you go back and check on friends and loved 
ones who you have led to the Lord? 

How about people you mentored but haven’t seen for a while?

If the Lord brought someone to mind, why not write, call or text them 
when you finish studying?

9. In what ways have you been challenged, convicted and/or strength-
ened by studying this chapter?
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