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A Word from Kathy  
  
I was on a business trip several years ago with people I was meeting for the first time. 
As we were flying to our destination, all of the women were talking about their 
children. Their son’s sports, the college offers their daughter had received, the beautiful 
wedding of one of their daughters and last, but not least, the wonderful job one of the 
sons had just gotten. And yes, if you are wondering, one of those doting parents was 
me. We told story after story of our exceptionally talented and precious children. No 
one mentioned a flaw. As I got to know these women better over the years, I found out, 
though what they told was true, that was only part of the story.  
Unlike us, God does not candy-coat His stories; He tells them as they happened. He 
wants us to realize it is not the person who is great, but the God they serve. He allows 
imperfect people to take part in all He is doing. Genesis 20 is a chapter just like this – 
the good, the bad and the ugly.  
Pray and ask God to help you glean from His transparency. Someone told me once, 
when I was feeling a bit discouraged as a parent, God is the perfect parent, and His 
children aren’t perfect.   

Observation    

 
1. Abraham is a man with much livestock. The sheep needed to be moved from area to 

area in order to graze them properly. As we begin Genesis 20, locate Gerar on a map. 
This city is about 30 miles south and west of Hebron and Mamre.  
 

2. How does Abraham introduce Sarah, his wife, in Gen. 20:2?                                                             
Is this a true statement?                                                                                                                             
Does this incident feel vaguely familiar? ( read Gen. 12, briefly write down the facts) 
 

 

 

3. Abimelech, king of Gerar, saw beautiful Sarah and instructed his men to take her.  Is this 

a normal response of a king?  What are kings accustom to having?   

 

4. How does God get King Abimelech’s attention?  Vs.3 

 

5. What is the response of this king to the Lord?  Sum up the kings words in vss. 4-5 

 

 

6. God knows men’s hearts better than they know their own heart.  What had God done for King 

Abimelech?   vs. 6   

 



Within the Word - Genesis  Chapter  20 

 

2 
 

7. What do you suppose God did in order to protect Sarah and keep the king from sinning?             

The scriptures are not specific but how might God have protected her?  

 

8. What is Abimelech instructed to do with Sarah?  Vs. 7   

 

9. Look at verse 8, did it take very long for Abimelech to obey all God had instructed?   

 

10. Why were the kings servants struck with fear?   

 

11. Do you find it amazing that Abraham was still so concerned about someone killing him to get 

Sarah?   

 

12. How old is Sarah at this time?   

 

13. The king called Abraham in so he could question him.  What were his questions?  Just  write 

them in your own words.  

    

    

  

 

14.   What was Abraham’s defense to the king?   What were his reasons for the lie? 

 

 

Interpretation  

15. Abraham is considered the father of the faith by many.  But even this man of God has 

weaknesses.  What was ruling Abraham’s thoughts that day that caused him to sin?   

  

16.  How could the verses below benefit us when we are tempted like Abraham?                                    

Prov. 14:26-27  In the fear of the LORD one has strong confidence, and his children will have a refuge. The 

fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may turn away from the snares of death.                                                          

Prov. 29:25  The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is safe. 
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17. Abraham has all kinds of reasons why he felt the need to lie to Abimelech.   Do you think it even 

crossed his mind that God might do something terrible to the king for taking another man’s 

wife?                                                                                                                                                           

Especially the wife of the man he is in a covenant relationship with.   Our sin can lead to 

unforeseen problems for others.  When counting the cost of our actions we must remember to 

consider others also. 

   

18. Why do you believe God included this story in the Bible?  What was His purpose?  What does 

He want us to learn about our great God?   What does He want us to learn about his people?    

 

 

Application  
19. Sarah is truly an amazing example of one who allows her God to be her shield and defense.  

How are you doing as a wife, mother, employee, citizen?    

 

20. Are you more like Sarah or more like Abraham?   Is it more like you to respond as Sarah did, to 

trust God even in the face of what looks like disaster?  Or are you more like Abraham when he 

quickly assumed that they would kill him for his wife?   

 

 

 

21. Fear and faith cannot co-exist.   Are you secure in the knowledge of God’s love, care and 

forgiveness?  How will this keep you from the sin of fear?    

1 Jn. 4:18a “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear,…”  

 

 

 

22. Verse 17 and 18 say Abraham prayed and God healed.  Do your prayers include interceding for 

others and their healing; physical, emotional, and spiritual? 

   

 

23. What quality of Sarah’s are you willing to practice in order to live a life that is pleasing to God?   

Remember God wants us to realize it is not the person who is great, but the God they serve. 

                                                                                                                                


