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A Word from Kathy  

At first glance this chapter may seem like simply lists of names with little value to our 

lives today.  However do not rush through.  Pray and ask the Lord to speak to you, and 

reveal all the treasure He has for you here.    

One of my favorite movies was the 1981 classic, “Chariots of Fire”.  In it Eric Liddell 

says, “I believe God made me for a purpose, but He also made me fast. And 

when I run I feel His pleasure.”   We all have been created with a purpose and when 

we are fulfilling God’s purpose we too will feel His pleasure.  Ask God to reveal His 

purpose to you and then run your race and feel His pleasure.                                                           

Read the chapter through twice before answering the study guide.   

Observation   

1. After Sarah’s death, Abraham sent his servant to get a wife that God would choose for 

his son Isaac.  Now Abraham marries again.  This is the first we have heard of this 

woman, Keturah.  Make a list of the sons they have together.  We also are told of some 

of the grandsons’ and great-grandsons’ names.  Add them to your list under the name of 

their father.             Abraham & Keturah                                                                                                                           

First born      

Second born      
 2 grandsons   

  3 great grandsons  

 

 

Third son                                                             

Fourth son         
 5 grandsons       

                            

 

 

Fifth son           

Sixth son 
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2. Abraham gave gifts to his sons by Keturah; but just like Ishmael, the blessing and the 

promises were not for them.  Look back at Gen. 17:19-21 and Gen. 21:12-13 to see again 

what God’s instructions were to Abraham concerning his descendants.  Write out God’s 

clear instructions to Abraham.   

3. How old was Abraham when he died? Vs. 7 

4. Where was Abraham buried? Vs. 9   

5. Who saw to the details of Abraham’s funeral? Vs. 9 

6. Where was Isaac living at the time of Abraham’s funeral?  Vs. 11  

7. Make a list of the sons of Ishmael.   Who did Ishmael marry?  Gen. 21:21  

8. How old was Ishmael when he died?  Vs. 17

9. Where did his descendants live; 

locate it on a map?    

 

 

10. According to Gen. 25:21, what did Rebekah have in common with Sarah?      

11. Read verses 19-26 carefully.  How long had Rebekah been married before she had a 

child?     What does vs.21 say that Isaac did for his wife?                                                              

Do you think this was a one-time event or do you believe Isaac interceded until God 

answered?    (How long do you last interceding for those you love?)  
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12. Verse 23 tells of twin brothers born to Isaac and Rebekah.   Rebekah was pregnant with 

them at the same time but they were not identical twins.  What were their names?  

What physical and personality differences did you learn about these twins?   

 

13. In spite of their differences, these brothers still might have gotten along and loved each 

other had it not been for Isaac and Rebekah’s poor choices.  What did they do that 

would ultimately lead to friction between the brothers?  

 

14. The last section of this chapter is a story revealing the hostility and jealousy between 

these two brothers.  Briefly state the details.  What do the actions of these two brothers 

reveal about their character? 

 

15. The birthright was a double portion of the inheritance and the honor given to the 

firstborn son to be the head of the family when the father died.   What was Esau’s 

evaluation of the birthright?  

16.  Note the progression of this chapter.  First we see God’s promise and plans being 

carried out by Abraham.  Even though he took another wife and had sons by her, what 

does Abraham do to show he truly understands God’s plan for the future of his 

descendants?   

17. What do you believe the author wants us to learn from our study of Isaac?   When Isaac 

was just a young man (Gen. 22) we saw Abraham prepared to offer him as a willing 

sacrifice to God.  Then in Genesis 24 we saw Isaac willingly take the wife chosen for him 

by God and loving her.  What can we learn from Isaac concerning God’s divine plan for a 

person’s life?    
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Application 

18. God has a divine plan and purpose for each of our lives.   Have you asked Him what that 

is for your life?   When we seek His will then we can, like Isaac, let God guide our lives 

and place His will ahead or ours.  Is God speaking to you concerning the need for a 

greater surrendered life? 

19. Esau did not value his birthright the way he should.  Who chooses birth order?   How 

important is valuing God’s authority to a family’s health and well being?   What is your 

position in the birth order of your family?  Have you valued your position?  

20. How can we avoid the pitfalls of partiality with our children?   What is our job of 

parenting really to be?  (Matt. 22:37-39)   When we show partiality what are we 

teaching?   

21. Have you ever given in to immediate gratification as Esau did?  Did it cost you more than 

you had bargained on?    What did you learn from this experience?   

22. It has been said that God takes us from where we are, not from where we should be.  

Have you experienced God’s grace in this way?  Like Esau, we cannot go back and 

change events after they have taken place.  Read the verses below, what does God’s 

word promise?                   

Jeremiah 29: 11-14 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans 

to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then 

you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will 

seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by 

you," declares the LORD, "and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you 

from all the nations and places where I have banished you," declares the LORD, "and 

will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile."                                                                                                               

2 Chronicles 7:14   if my people, who are called by my name, will humble 

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I 

hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.                                                                                                                           

Jeremiah 33:2-3   "This is what the LORD says, he who made the earth, the LORD 

who formed it and established it--the LORD is his name: 3 'Call to me and I will 

answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.'  


