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A Word from Kathy  

This is a rich chapter with many opportunities for us to be instructed and exhorted in our walk of faith.   

Read the chapter at least twice before beginning to answer the study guide questions.  Genesis 27 is a 

story of manipulations, deceit, and consequences; none of which thwarted God’s plan.  Pray and ask the 

Lord to open your eyes to see the truth he has for you and to soften your heart to make the changes he 

shows you.   

Observation   

1. Who are the key characters in this chapter?  

2. What important facts did you learn about Isaac in Genesis 27:1?  

Let’s do a bit of review before we move too quickly into this chapter. 

3.  What had Esau done in Genesis 25:29-34 that revealed his true heart for the things of 

God?   It is God who chooses the birth order.   The birthright was a double portion of the 

inheritance to be given to the eldest, and he would be the leader and spiritual guide of 

the family.  What did his actions reveal about him? 

4. What had God already told Rebekah about her two boys?  What promise was given to 

her while they still were in her womb (Genesis 25:23)?   

5. What major parenting mistake had Isaac and Rebekah made that probably drove an 

even deeper wedge between these two very different brothers (Gen. 25:28)? 

6. Isaac loved Esau for the manly qualities he saw in him.  He was a skillful hunter and a 

man who preferred to be outdoors with few comforts.   Was there a shortage of meat in 

the camp so that he would have to go out and kill something else?    What does this 

reveal about the responsibility he felt concerning matters of family and the flocks? 
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7. The scripture says Rebekah loved Jacob.  He was a man who stayed close to home.  He 

cared for the needs of the family, the flocks and the herds.  In a word, how would you 

describe Jacob?    How would you describe Esau?  

8. In Genesis 27:1-4, what instructions did Isaac give his eldest son? 

9. Who overheard Isaac’s instructions to Esau?   

10. Let’s try to assume the best of Rebekah.  What reason could she possibly have had to do 

what she did in Genesis 27:6-13? 

11. Jacob raises several objections to his mother’s plan.  What did he fear?  Were his fears 

justified?  What was the plan if the truth was revealed?   

12. It took far less time for Jacob to kill, clean and cook from the flock.  His mother hands 

him the food to take in to his father.  No parent wants to discover their child has 

deceived them.  It often carries a very harsh punishment.  What do you suppose Jacob  

was thinking as he went in before his father?    

13. Did Isaac fall for it immediately?  What questions did Isaac ask (Vs. 20 & 24)?  What did 

Isaac ask his son to do that finally convinced him it was Esau (Vs.26)?   

14. Put Isaac’s blessing to his son in your own words.   

15. What were the sad consequences of the deceitful actions of Rebekah and Jacob (Vs.41-

45)?   

16. Very shortly after Jacob leaves his father, who returns?   

17. Can you imagine his surprise when Isaac heard it was really Esau this time?   Do you 

suppose he recalled what God had spoken to Rebekah many years before?  
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18. What was Esau’s reaction to the news that his father had already given the blessing to 

Jacob?  Had Jacob really deceived Esau twice?   

 

 

19. What promise does Isaac give to Esau concerning his future?  Does it sound like a 

blessing to you?  

20. Read Genesis 27: 41 again.  What do you read here that shows Esau did not have what it 

would take to properly lead this family?   

Application 

21.  Make a list of wrong motives, actions and reactions of each of the characters in this 

story. 

Isaac   

Rebekah   

Esau   

Jacob 

22.  When we try to manipulate circumstances to achieve our own goals contrary to the 

will of God, what will the outcome be?                                                                                             

Have you ever tried to help God work things out?                                                                  

When we consider ourselves in control and reason that we must assist God in order 

to fulfill his plan, how do things end up for us?   

23. No institution better displays the love of Christ than our home and marriage.  In 

order to walk in obedience to our God, we must make a conscious choice daily to be 

the mate that God has called us to be.  We ought to be a reflection of Christ to those 

Jacob means “heel holder” or “supplanter”.  He lived up to his name by grabbing 

Esau’s heal at their birth.  He later tried to displace Esau (his rival) by strategy 

instead of allowing God to move in His own time.    



Within the Word - Genesis  Chapter 27 

 

4 

 

we live with daily.   What lesson did you learn from each of the persons in this 

chapter?                    

24. Each person in this story has allowed their physical senses to override their faith.   

Look at each character and personalize to the story for your life.   Is God speaking to 

you specifically through any of these characters? 

25. Are you like Isaac and Rebekah, making choices and distinctions between your 

children that will cause divisions between them?  What could you do differently that 

would build a bridge between your children in spite of their differences?   In 

Psalm 139:14 the psalmist reminds us that we are each created wonderfully by God.  

Are you helping your children to see this in themselves and in their siblings?  

26. Are you like Esau, considering lightly the things of God?  God has placed you in the 

geographical location where you live and in your position in the family; are you 

making the most of this place?   

27. Are you like Jacob, willing to connive and deceive in order to make things happen?     

28. How will you protect your family from the ills of favoritism and deceit?   

29. Our senses can deceive us, just as Isaac’s did him.  What is a better way to know the 

truth and make wise choices?  Look up Proverbs 3:5-6 and James 1:5-8 and apply 

them.   

30. In verse 33 Isaac trembled violently because he knew that God had overruled his 

mortal plan and there was no going back.  Look up Proverbs 9:10 and apply it.  How 

important is a correct view and understanding of who God is and who we are?            

Ask God to reveal any areas where you have tried to work things out.  Read 

Psalm 139:23-24 

31. As followers of Christ, our desire and purpose should always be to bring glory to His 

name.  Read Colossians 3:16-17; how are you bringing glory to God today?   
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32. Choosing friends that will encourage us in our walk of faith is crucial to our success.  

Read Proverbs 13:20. 

33. We must consider the consequences of choices we make in light of God’s perfect 

word.  Proverbs 21:30;  Matthew 7:24-27; Psalms 19:7-14  

Extra verses for this study guide are below.   

Gen. 25:29-34 Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished. 30 He said to Jacob, 

"Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I'm famished!" (That is why he was also called Edom.) 31 Jacob replied, "First sell me 

your birthright."32 "Look, I am about to die," Esau said. "What good is the birthright to me?" 33 But Jacob said, "Swear to me first." 

So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and 

drank, and then got up and left. So Esau despised his birthright. 

Gen. 25:23 The LORD said to her, "Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will 

be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger." 

Gen. 25:28 Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

Psalms 139:14  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make your paths straight.  

James 1:5-8 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to 

him. 6 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the 

wind. 7 That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.  

Proverbs 9:10  "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.  

Psalms 139:23-24 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive 

way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

Colossians 3:16-17   Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you 

sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it 

all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Proverbs 13:20 He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm. 

Proverbs 21:30 There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the LORD. 

Matthew 7:24-27  "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his 

house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 

because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is 

like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 

house, and it fell with a great crash." 

Psalms 19:7-14   The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the 

simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the 

eyes. 9 The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous. 10 They are 

more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. 11 By them is your servant 

warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 12 Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. 13 Keep your servant also 

from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. 14 May the words of my 

mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 


