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A Word from Kathy  

“That’s not fair!”  If I’ve heard it once I’ve heard it a million times.  I’ve even said it myself.  But is life 

fair?  Is that even what we really want?  That is not what I want.  If I got what was fair I would get hell.   

I deserve it because of all my sin; but I got mercy.  God extended his love to me even though I was a 

sinner, Christ died for me.  Now I want to live my life as a thank you for all he has done for me.  Today’s 

lesson in Genesis 30–31 clearly shows us that God is sovereign in the lives of his people.  Read the 

scriptures at least twice and ask God to open your eyes to all he has there for you today.   

Observation   

1. Jacob has been with Laban for many years now.  How many sons does he have at this 

time?   

2. What does he ask Laban in Gen. 30:25-26?           

Many years have passed; what do you believe Jacob longs to see?   

3. How did Laban feel about letting Jacob leave?  Why?   

4. Jacob has worked as a faithful son-in-law to Laban.   In what way has his service been 

beneficial to Laban? 

5. Laban asked Jacob, “What shall I give you?”  What was Jacob’s response?   

6. Jacob proposes a plan to have any future spotted, speckled or striped animals be his 

wages.  Laban agreed.  What does this imply about the herds and flocks that were 

normally born to Laban’s animals? 

7. The marked animals were taken out of the herds and flocks and given to Laban’s sons.   

Typical of Laban and his desire to manipulate circumstances to his own advantage, he 

put a three-day journey between the flocks and herds he and his sons were caring for 

and the pure flocks and herds that were under Jacob’s care.  He thought there would be 

little to no chance for the spotted and speckled to breed with the herd.  But regardless 

of this decision to withhold good, what had God promised Jacob (Gen. 28:13-15)?   
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We do not know exactly what the branches (vss. 37-43) were meant to do; the commentaries had 

various ideas.  I could find no clear consensus.   Since this is probably not the lesson we need to 

glean we will go on to Genesis 31. 

8. How did Laban’s sons feel about the amount of animals being born spotted and 

streaked that would be Jacob’s?   

 

 

9. What was Laban’s attitude toward Jacob?  In what ways do you believe it had changed? 

 

  

10. Jacob is instructed by the LORD to go back to the land of his fathers (Gen. 31:3).  He was 

given a promise; what was it?   

 

 

11. Was it God’s intent for Jacob to live forever in the area of Mesopotamia?                         
Jacob has been in this area for approximately 20 years now.   What had he gone there to 
do?  Had he accomplished that?   
 

 

12. Jacob calls Leah and Rachel out to the field for a private conversation.  What did he 
discuss with them?   

 

 

13. Jacob had served their father well; yet what had Laban tried to do to him?            

 

 Who was on Jacob’s side intervening on his behalf?  

 

 

14. In verses 10-13 we see where Jacob got the idea to have future speckled, spotted and 
stripped animals born be his wages.  How did he come up with this idea?   
 

 

15. As Rachel and Leah listened to their husband speak about their father, did they agree?   
Jacob wanted to take his family to Canaan with willing hearts, so he privately met with 
them to explain why they would be leaving.    What were Rachel and Leah’s thoughts 
and feelings about their father and his wealth?   

 

 

16. Would leaving this home and their father be difficult for Rachel and Leah?  
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17. What did Rachel do before leaving that would very quickly put her husband in jeopardy 
with her father?                                                                                                                                        
Do you think possibly this could have been due to a root of bitterness over the wedding 
deception, that had been growing over the years and had caused her such pain?   
 

 

18. Those who would do us harm can be quieted by God at any given moment.  God gives 
Laban a warning; what is it (Gen. 31:24)?  
 

19. Laban catches up with Jacob while they are camped in Gilead.  What does he ask Jacob?    
 

 
20. Jacob is so sure that he has dealt honestly and fairly with Laban, in spite of Laban’s 

dishonest dealings, that he makes a statement that he may have regretted.  What rash 

statement did he make in verse 32 that could have caused great sorrow?   

21. To what extent does Laban go to find what he believes Jacob has stolen?   

22. Jacob was very angry with Laban (vs. 36) after being accused of stealing; little did he 
know that it was true.  In his state of anger, he spewed out much of his bottled up 
feelings.  Briefly state the things he told Laban that day.   

 

23. What good work ethics did you see in Jacob’s statement that could serve as an example 
in dealing with others?  What habits had he developed?       
            

  

24. Laban still wanted to claim ownership, but God had warned him to not speak evil to 

Jacob, so Laban suggested a covenant between them.  (Several commentaries said that 
the possessor of the family idols at the time the father died would be the one to inherit 
the estate.  Perhaps this whole covenant was a plan on Laban’s part to keep Jacob from 
coming back and trying to claim his estate when he died.  Or perhaps Laban simply saw 
them as his protection.)    What were the facts of their covenant agreement?   

 

25. Jacob set up a pillar and Laban set up a heap of rocks, but both served as a reminder of 
the covenant agreement between the two men.  Why do you suppose there were two 

reminders set up?   
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Application 

26. Laban and his sons still had plenty of herds and flocks, even after Jacob had taken 

his share.  Comparing ourselves, our wealth, our home, our circumstance with others is 

never a good thing.  What emotion does comparing tend to breed?   

Proverbs 30:5-9 (This proverb was written by an unknown author but offers wise counsel.  It is the prayer of a true wisdom-seeker.)   

"Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. 6 Do not add to his words, or he 

will rebuke you and prove you a liar. 7 "Two things I ask of you, O LORD; do not refuse me before I die: 8 Keep 

falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily 

bread. 9 Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the LORD?' Or I may become poor 

and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God. 

When Jesus was asked by his disciples to teach them how to pray, he replied in 

Matthew 6:11, “Give us today our daily bread.”  

The apostle Paul said in Philippians 4:12-13, “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I 

have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living 

in plenty or in want. 13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength.”                            

What is the secret that Paul is referring to here?  Paul gave Timothy the answer in           

1 Tim. 6:6; what was it?   

 

27. Although Laban had treated Jacob unfairly, what had God done?   Was God’s ability 

hindered in any way by this man’s unfair business dealings?     

How are we to handle unfair dealings when they come our way?   

Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, prayed a beautiful prayer at his birth.  Read 

Luke 1:67-75; Israel knew what it was to have enemies.  

  

28. Have you ever spent time watching a bird nest with babies?  The mother takes such 

good care of her young.  She keeps them warm, and when they hatch, she spends much 

of her day simply getting them food and bringing it back.  The nest is a very safe and 

comfortable place.   Some baby birds might never fly if their mother kept up her vigil.   

As the birds begin to grow in strength, the mother bird will come a little less often back 

to the nest, and when she does, she will begin slowly, little by little removing bits of fluff 

so that the twigs will poke and prod them to move out.  I would say the fluff had 

certainly been removed from Jacob’s nest.  Have you ever experienced God removing 

the fluff around you in order to move you on to something new? 

 



Within the Word - Genesis  Chapter 30:25-43 & 31 

 

5 

 

   

29. Our allegiance to parents should end when we say “I Do”.  We should always show 
respect and honor them; whether they are good or bad is not the issue.  When we 
choose to marry, our husband is the one we are to follow.  When Jacob said it was time 
to leave, Leah and Rachel followed willingly.  Are you following with a happy heart?  

 

30. Jacob nearly could have lost that which was most dear to him on the earth because 

he spoke to rashly.  Have you ever been so sure of something that you made a foolish 

statement?    

31. This apple had not fallen far from its tree. Rachel the daughter of dishonest Laban 
thought nothing of stealing and then making up a story to cover her theft.  What will the 
parent who says “Do as I say not as I do” be rewarded with?  

   

32. How important is character to you in your home and in your personal walk?   

 

33. What are you doing to instill character into the lives of those who are watching you?  It 
is not only our children and grandchildren, but others who are watching and seeing if 
our walk matches our talk. 

   

34. Are you willing to enter into an agreement to do no harm to those who have treated 
you dishonestly?   
 

 

35. What does God require of us, His children?                                                                              

Who is the real object of our affection and service to be?   
Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 

holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's 

will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.  

Romans 12:9-12 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another 

in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 

fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 

 


