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1. This chapter contains three parables which you may be very familiar with.  Our heavenly Father has   
 new treasure for us. It is His loving kindness to lead us to truth. Be sure to read the chapter or listen   
 to it read aloud on the YouVersion Bible App before starting to answer the study guide. 

2. In Luke 15:1, a crowd begins to gather around Jesus, which is not unusual. Did you notice who made  
 up this crowd?

 The Greek words for tax collector and sinners are telones and harmartolos. These words were care  
 fully chosen. If we look up these two names, we see a bit about their character.  
  a. Telones-publican, tax collector, they were often found to be greedy, deceptive,
   and harsh.
  b. Hamartolos-sinner, one who misses the mark, devoted to sin, someone in bondage to sin,   
   pre-eminently sinful
	 After	reading	these	definitions,	what	are	some	reasons	this	crowd	may	have	gathered?	What	might		 	
 they have been hoping to hear and see?

 
3. I wonder if there were some in the crowd who had brought their loved ones to hear Jesus. Perhaps   
 a praying mother, father, sister, or brother had heard Jesus somewhere else, seen the miracles as   
 Jesus forgave sinners, and changed their life.  Are there loved ones you would like to bring to Jesus?    
 This might be a good time to stop and talk to your heavenly Father about them once again. 

4.	 The	Pharisees	pretended	to	be	interested	in	the	spiritual	well-being	of	their	community.	What	do	we		 	
 know about Pharisees from our time so far in Luke?  

5. The teachers of the law, who were with the Pharisees, were very knowledgeable in the Mosaic law   
 and in the sacred writings. They were looked to as interpreters and teachers. These two groups 
	 were	the	religious	leaders	of	the	day.	What	was	the	response	of	these	religious	leaders	to	the	crowd		 	
 which  gathered to hear Jesus?   

  
6.	 Why	are	they	so	opposed	to	Jesus’	activities?
 
	 Aren’t	they	both	supposed	to	be	leading	people	into	a	closer	walk	with	their	heavenly	Father

	 We	have	identified	it	before,	but	just	as	a	reminder,	what	was	their	root	problem	and	sin?

  
7.	 Unfortunately,	this	is	not	something	that	only	happened	in	Jesus’s	day.	There	are	people	just	like		 	
	 this	today.	When	we	attempt	to	do	something	that	helps	others	know	the	Lord,	we	may	encounter		 	
 opposition. This opposition can even come from those who should be encouraging us. Their talk 
 does not match their walk. They say they love the Lord, they love us, and they long to see men and   
 women come to know him but they grumble and complain about the way others are attempting to   
 help the lost. Have you ever experienced this type of opposition and criticism?

 
	 Jesus	never	took	his	identity	from	the	reactions	of	others,	good	or	bad.	He	didn’t	feel	more	confident			
	 when	the	crowds	supported	him	or	feel	insecure	when	he	faced	opposition.	What	was	Jesus’	response		
 to this  negativity?  

   
8.	 What	should	be	the	believer’s	response	to	any	negativity	we	encounter	as	we	share	the	good	news?		
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TwoDay   9. If we are not careful, if we do not take our thoughts captive quickly, we may begin grumbling. Even   
	 though	this	may	be	difficult,	we	must	remain	faithful	to	loving	and	serving	God	by	loving	others.
                                                                        
 Read John 16:33, how did Jesus say things would go for us as we share the good news?                                                                

 Read 2 Timothy 1:7, what gift does the apostle Paul say we have been given to help us be a good 
 witness for Christ? 

10. It is human nature to want to be appreciated, loved, and encouraged.
	 When	this	does	not	happen,	what	can	we	do	to	shake	it	off	and	remain	steadfast	to	the	assignment	
	 we	have	been	given?	What	are	some	ways	you	get	back	on	track	and	simply	“let	it	go”?
	 (I’m	sorry.	Now,	we	will	both	have	that	Disney	song	in	our	heads	today.	😊)

11. Jesus tells a parable. As we have said, a parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. Jesus is   
	 trying	to	make	a	point.	We	are	introduced	to	a	shepherd.	However,	this	is	not	just	any	shepherd,	this
 is a very good shepherd. How many sheep does he own?

	 What	happened	that	disturbed	this	shepherd	so	much	he	was	willing	to	leave	the	sheep	and	go	off	on	
	 a	journey?	

12.	 So	often	I	hear	people	express	their	salvation	as	“finding	Jesus.”
 Is that a true statement?  

	 After	reading	this	parable,	do	you	believe	we	were	diligently	seeking	for	God	and	finally	found	him?																															
 Or something much more wonderful?
 
 Read Romans 3:11-12, before writing your answer. 
 After reading this parable and Romans 3:11-12, what do you know about the great love of our 
 heavenly Father?

 
13.	 What	is	the	response	of	the	shepherd	when	he	finds	this	wandering	sheep?				

14.	 When	we	look	up	the	Greek	word	translated	“rejoice”,	we	discover	the	word	Sugchairo.
	 Sugchairo	means	to	take	part	in	another’s	joy.	This	word	is	a	verb,	and	it	is	in	the	aorist	imperative		 	
	 active	voice,	which	shows	the	relationship	of	subject	to	action.	This	verb	denotes	a	command,	a		 	
 request, or an entreaty to be done at this very moment.

 Think about the last time you were sitting in church and someone raised the hand to accept Christ.   
	 This	person	has	just	changed	the	trajectory	of	their	life	and	their	legacy,	in	a	most	profound	and	
	 radical	manner.	What	was	your	reaction?									
                                                                                                                                                                   

	 Do	you	believe	it	was	the	reaction	Jesus	had	in	mind,	as	he	described	this	shepherd’s	invitation	to	
	 come	and	rejoice	with	him?

15. The next parable we see is a parable concerning a lost coin.
 How many coins did the woman have initially?  

16. How many were lost?  

17.	 What	did	the	woman	do	when	she	noticed	it	was	missing?

18. Have you ever lost something of great value to you?
	 What	did	you	do?		
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19.	 When	she	found	her	coin,	what	did	she	do?		

20.	 Jesus	makes	a	comparison,	in	this	parable.	What	other	event	did	he	compare	her	rejoicing	to?		

21.	 Have	you	ever	heard	a	powerful	message	of	love,	hope,	restoration,	and	God’s	gracious	gift	and		 	
	 thought	to	yourself,	“We	will	see	many	decisions	today?”

 Then, only a single hand goes up.
	 Were	you	disappointed	only	one	lone,	person	trusted	Jesus?			
                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 If	the	angels	in	heaven	rejoice	over	a	single	sinner	who	gets	saved,	what	should	we	do?		
 How would you respond if it were someone you had been praying for and had invited that day? 

22.	 The	final	parable	of	Luke	15	is	the	parable	of	the	prodigal	son.	This	may	be	a	familiar	parable.
 Could we possibly glean anything new?    
 
	 I	am	quite	sure	we	will.	We	will	never	plumb	the	depths	of	God’s	word.	Make	a	list	of	the	key	
 characters in this parable.
 After you list them, who do you believe they represent in this parable? 

23. After reading Luke 15:11-12, what words would you use to describe the character of this younger son?

24.	 When	you	read	the	father	did	what	was	asked	of	him	and	gave	this	son	his	inheritance	early,	what	did		
 you think?  

25.	 Do	you	believe	saying	“No”	would	have	kept	the	boy	home,	safe	from	sin?		

 The point of this parable is not whether the father should have given the inheritance. I have heard
 people build a lesson around this part of the parable, that really is not the point Jesus is trying 
 to teach.

26.	 In	Jesus	day,	when	a	father	died	the	inheritance	was	split	up	between	the	sons.	The	firstborn	received	
 a double portion of the inheritance.

 How much did this younger son receive before setting off to a distant country?     _________%

27. Sadly, what do we see this young man do with his inheritance?                                    
 I have heard it said, “What costs me little is of little value to me.”  
 Had this young man worked to acquire this wealth?

 
28. This young man had more resources than he had ever had, sadly he thought they would last forever.    
	 He	was	about	to	learn	a	lesson	about	overconfidence	in	temporal	things.	C.S.	Lewis	notes,	“When 
	 we	achieve	a	certain	level	of	affluence,	comfort,	and	contentment,	it	is	easy	to	become	independent	
	 of	God	and	assume	that	our	good	fortune	will	continue	indefinitely.”
 
	 Can	you	think	of	a	time	when	you	were	over	confident	in	something	or	someone	other	than	God?		
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29.	 The	young	man	in	Jesus’	parable	had	a	distorted	picture	of	his	home.	He	did	not	have	his	inheritance		
 long before he felt trapped and longed to be free.
 This reminded me of story I read about a group of people all living in the same building. Half of  
 them thought it was a hotel, the other half thought it was a prison. Those who thought it was a  
 hotel regarded it as quite intolerable, and those who thought it was a prison thought it was 
 surprisingly comfortable.
	 There	are	times	when	we	can	find	ourselves	acting	very	similar	to	this	young	man.
	 How	are	you	viewing	your	current	situation;	your	homelife,	your	job,	your	marriage?	

30. The answer to our discontentment is often not changing our surroundings, but our view of them.

	 We	recently	experienced	a	world-wide	pandemic.	What	we	focus	on	and	how	we	view	our	
	 circumstance	will	have	a	tremendous	impact	on	the	peace	we	could	enjoy.
	 Would	you	say	you	are	enjoying	peace	today?

	 “You	can’t	always	change	you	circumstances,	but	you	can	change	your	perspective.”		Craig	Groeschel
	 We	would	do	well	to	ask	ourselves,	do	my	thoughts	align	with	God’s	thoughts?	
 Am I truly trusting God? 

31.	 The	father	gave	the	younger	son	his	inheritance.	What	did	he	do	with	what	he	had	been	given?		

32.	 Even	if	the	young	man	had	invested	it	wisely	and	doubled	the	fortune.	Was	it	right	to	ask	for	it	in		
	 the	first	place?
	 What	was	he	saying,	through	his	words	and	actions,	to	the	father	who	loved	him?	

  
33. Read Proverbs 23:4-5, what do riches do?                                                                 
 Have you ever experienced this? 

34. Luke 15:14 tells us all the money is now gone. Clearly the bottom has fallen out for this young
  Jewish man.
 
	 Where	is	this	young	man	now?		

	 What	is	his	condition?	 				

35. I love verse 17. Probably, because I can recall so clearly the day I came to my senses.
	 My	heavenly	Father	had	wooed	and	pursued	me	for	many	years.	However,	I	rejected	it	because		
	 I	wanted	to	make	my	own	decisions.	Sadly,	the	choices	I	was	making	brought	fleeting	pleasures.	The		
 consequences of those decisions brought a check I did not like paying.  Like a menu without prices, I  
 was unaware of the cost.
 It was easy to turn to him, God was patiently waiting for me. Oh, the peace of sins forgiven and the  
	 Holy	Spirit	to	guide	me.	Have	you	experienced	God’s	provision	(the	gift)	of	salvation	by	grace?		
 
	 Try	to	find	someone	this	week	to	share	your	personal	testimony.		How	did	you	come	to	know	Christ?	

36.	 The	prodigal	son	came	to	his	senses.	What	did	he	say	about	his	situation?

	 “How	many	of	my	______________	hired	servants	have	__________		____		___________,	
	 and	I	am		 ________________	to	death!” Luke 15:17
   
37.	 What	is	the	first	right	decision	we	see	this	young	man	make?		
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38	 Read	1	John	1:9,	what	promise	do	we	find	in	God’s	word?		
	 What	aspects	of	God’s	character	do	you	see	in	this	verse?	

 
39.	 Look	at	verse	20.		What	is	the	father’s	response	to	his	son’s	return?																																																																										
 Underline the actions of this loving father to his son.
 
 Luke 15:20
	 But	while	he	was	still	a	long	way	off,	his	father	saw	him	and	was	filled	with	compassion	for	him;	he		
	 ran	to	his	son,	threw	his	arms	around	him	and	kissed	him.

40. The son confesses his sin to the father. Seeing our sin and acknowledging it is a very important part  
 of restoration.
 The son wanted his father to know how sorry he was for all the bad decisions he had made. He  
 probably had much more to say, but before he could say anything else, what do we see the father do?

	 List	every	detail	of	this	gracious	father’s	actions.	

41. This story could have ended here, and it would have been such a sweet reunion. However, Jesus has  
 more he wants us to see.
	 Verses	25-28,	describe	the	feelings	of	the	older	brother.		I’m	sure	many	of	us	can	relate	to	this	man	as		
 well.
	 Why	do	you	believe	the	older	brother	got	so	angry?	

42. Once again, we see this gracious father extending compassion and mercy.
 Look at the last half of verse 28, what does he do for this older son?                                                                                                                                             
								What	fact	does	he	remind	his	eldest	son	about?

43. The Life Application Bible notes made mention of the fact the sheep had wandered, the coin had  
	 gotten	lost,	and	the	young	man	had	gone	off,	but	God’s	great	love	reached	them	all.

 Think of one person you would like to pray for today.  Someone who has wandered, or by some
	 terrible	circumstance	is	lost,	or	perhaps	has	willfully	left	to	lead	their	own	life.	Let’s	commit	to	
	 pray	for	them	to	experience	the	Father’s	great	love.		

  
44.	 Over	and	over,	Jesus	has	clarified	the	reason	for	all	this	rejoicing.	Look	again	at	Luke	15:	6,	9,	24,	32
	 What	is	the	reason	for	all	this	rejoicing?		

45.	 Read	the	verses	below	and	write	Jesus’	purpose	for	leaving	heaven	and	coming	to	earth.	There	are		
 many more verses we could have chosen.

                                           Reasons Jesus came to earth.
 Matthew 5:17  
 Mark 10:45  
 Luke 4:18-19  
 Luke 5:31-32  
 Luke 19:10  
 John 1:14  
 John 3:16  
 John 6:38  
 John 12:46  
 John 18:37  
 1 Timothy 1:15  
 1 John 3:8  
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46 Look for ways this week to share something from this lesson. You could share something you   
	 gleaned.	You	could	share	something	that	surprised	you.		Or	you	could	share	your	rejoicing	over	being		
 found by Jesus.  
	 Talk	about	it	in	your	discussion	group	this	week.	This	is	not	a	contest	to	see	who’s	the	boldest	
 witness, but a way to hear various opportunities seized of kingdom value.  
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Biblical References
Day Two 
Question 9 
John 16:33 (ESV) “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”

2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV) For	the	Spirit	God	gave	us	does	not	make	us	timid,	but	gives	us	power,	love,	and	self-discipline.

Question 12
Romans 3:11-12 (NIV) “	…		there	is	no	one	who	seeks	God.	All	have	turned	away,	they	have	together	become	worthless;	there	
is	no	one	who	does	good,	not	even	one.”

Day Four
Question 33 
Proverbs 23:4-5 (NIV) Do	not	wear	yourself	out	to	get	rich;	do	not	trust	your	own	cleverness.	5 Cast	but	a	glance	at	riches,	and	
they	are	gone,	for	they	will	surely	sprout	wings	and	fly	off	to	the	sky	like	an	eagle.

Day Five
Question 38
1 John 1:9 KJV If	we	confess	our	sins,	he	is	faithful	and	just	to	forgive	us	our	sins,	and	to	cleanse	us	from	all	unrighteousness.

Question 45
Matthew 5:17 (NET) “Do	not	think	that	I	have	come	to	abolish	the	Law	or	the	Prophets;	I	have	not	come	to	abolish	them	but	
to	fulfill	them.”

Mark 10:45 (NIV) “For	even	the	Son	of	Man	did	not	come	to	be	served,	but	to	serve,	and	to	give	his	life	as	a	ransom	for	many.”

Luke 4:18-19 (NIV) “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free,  19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
Luke 5:31-32 (NIV)	Jesus	answered	them,	“It	is	not	the	healthy	who	need	a	doctor,	but	the	sick.	32	I	have	not	come	to	call	the	
righteous,	but	sinners	to	repentance.”

Luke 19:10 (NIV) “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
John 1:14 (NIV) The	Word	became	flesh	and	made	his	dwelling	among	us.	We	have	seen	his	glory,	the	glory	of	the	one	and	
only	Son,	who	came	from	the	Father,	full	of	grace	and	truth.

John 3:16 (NIV) “For	God	so	loved	the	world	that	he	gave	his	one	and	only	Son,	that	whoever	believes	in	him	shall	not	perish	
but	have	eternal	life.”

John 6:38 (NIV) “For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent 
me.”

John 12:46 (NIV) “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in 
darkness.”

John 18:37 (NIV)	“You	are	a	king,	then!”	said	Pilate.	Jesus	answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I 
was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”
1 Timothy 1:15 (NIV) Here	is	a	trustworthy	saying	that	deserves	full	acceptance:	Christ	Jesus	came	into	the	world	to	save	
sinners—of	whom	I	am	the	worst.

1 John 3:8 (NIV) The	one	who	does	what	is	sinful	is	of	the	devil,	because	the	devil	has	been	sinning	from	the	beginning.	The	
reason	the	Son	of	God	appeared	was	to	destroy	the	devil’s	work.
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