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1. Reading this chapter, at least twice, before attempting to do this study guide is imperative. Our goal  
	 is	to	glean	all	we	can	from	God’s	word	and	apply	it.	Your	diligence	will	be	rewarded	with	a	life	filled		
 with opportunity to share this good news.   

2. Jesus is continuing to teach using parables. Title Luke 16:1-8. (Many Bibles come with section titles  
	 but	try	to	come	up	with	one	of	your	own.)	

3. The two main characters of this parable are the rich man and his business manager. 
	 What	character	qualities	do	you	see	in	these	first	few	verses	of	Luke	16?

4.	 This	parable	implies	a	certain	length	of	time	has	gone	by,	as	this	manager	has	wasted	his	master’s		
 possessions. His sin has been found out and he is required to give an account.

	 Numbers	32:23	is	a	warning	for	just	such	an	incident.	Sin	always	comes	with	a	price	tag.	
	 We	often	think	we	have	a	secret	sin.	It	may	be	true	no	one	around	us	knows	it;	and	at	times	we	can		
 deceive ourselves concerning sin, but who is well aware of it and sees it for what it is?  

	 “The	nature	of	sin	is	such	that,	whether	or	not	others	discover	your	sin,	your	sin	will	“discover	you.”		
 You cannot run from the consequences. Sin carries within itself the power to pay the sinner back,  
	 and	sin’s	payback	is	hell.	Don’t	even	think	about	toying	with	sin.	It	cannot	be	tamed,	outrun,	or	
	 shaken	off.	No	matter	how	safe	you	think	you	are,	if	you	are	a	sinner,	your	sin	will	find	you	out.”		
	 (Taken	from,	www.gotquestions.org)

5.	 In	what	ways	do	you	think	this	manager	might	have	misused	and	wasted	the	rich	man’s	possessions?			

6. Since this is a parable, who do you believe the rich man represents?                                                                                   
 Jesus is attempting to use an earthly story to teach something of eternal importance.   
	 What	truth	do	you	believe	Jesus	is	trying	to	help	them	see?	

7. God is El Elyon, The Most High God.  He is Elohim, Creator of heaven and earth and    
	 all	that	is	in	them.	He	is	Adonai,	The	LORD	and	Master	of	all.	He	is	Jehovah,	the	great	“I	AM”,	and		
 much, much more. Because all of these are true of God, what does that make him?                                                                                                                      
	 What	are	his	possessions?		

8.	 Define	stewardship?

9.	 What	has	the	Master	entrusted	to	your	care?		What	have	you	been	given	to	steward?	

10. Are there areas of your stewardship needing improvement?

11.	 Look	up	as	many	of	the	verses	below	as	time	allows,	briefly	state	what	you	learn	about	stewardship.	
 Psalm 24:1 
 1 Corinthians 4:1-2 
 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
 Colossians 3:23-24 
 Proverbs 16:3  
 Matthew 25:14-30

12. Since there are so many areas where a person can be faithful or foolish in their managing all God has  
 entrusted to us, why do you suppose Jesus chose the topic of money to make his point?  
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13.	 Faithfulness	in	finances	is	not	more	important	than	other	areas	of	responsibility,	it’s	just	easier	to	see		 	
	 and	measure.	It	has	been	said,	“Our	integrity	often	meets	it’s	match	in	money	matters.”
	 Are	you	faithful	in	the	big	and	the	small	areas	of	finances?
 
	 How	seriously	and	personally	do	you	take	Jesus’	warnings	found	in	Luke	16:10-13?

14.	 The	rich	man	announced	his	decision	to	demote	this	wasteful	manager.	We	do	not	see	him	thrown		 	
 into prison; he simply lost his position. Do you think the manager had stolen and cheated his master   
	 or	simply	been	negligent	and	unwise,	wasting	his	master’s	possessions?			

15. How do you treat items that belong to others when entrusted to your care? 
	 (Examples	would	be	supplies	at	work	or	items	that	are	borrowed)

16.	 Often,	we	don’t	think	about	our	time	and	talents	as	things	entrusted	to	us.	How	we	spend	our	time		 	
 and what we do with the talents God has given us are both of great importance.
 Think back over this past week, how did you handle the time and talents entrusted to you?  

17. Unlike the prodigal son we saw in Luke 15, this man was shrewd. He tried to quickly make friends   
 of those he could, those who would be in his debt and could soon be of help to him in his time   
 of need. Obviously, the master found out about his dealings. How did this rich man react to his   
	 servants	juggling	of	the	books?	

18.	 Why	do	you	believe	the	master	responded	this	way	to	his	servant’s	actions?																																																																																	
	 He	is	not	commending	the	man’s	actions,	but	he	is	commending	his	shrewdness.
	 Remember,	why	is	he	losing	his	job?	

19. The master revealed his intentions before removing the man from his position. Despite the fact the   
	 master	suffered	even	more	lost	revenue,	how	did	he	perceive	the	servants’	actions?	
	 We	can	learn	a	lot	about	a	person’s	character	by	watching	how	they	respond	to	wrongs	done	to	them.
	 Have	you	suffered	loss	because	of	someone	else’s	careless,	nonchalant	attitude	of	your	resources,	or		 	
 like this man someone used your resources to protect their future?

20.	 One	last	thought:		What	would	you	say	is	the	character	of	the	debtors	in	verses	5-7?				

21.	 What	can	be	said	of	every	character	in	this	parable?			
	 Read	verse	8	and	define	the	word	“shrewd.”	
 Is there anyone in this parable whose example of stewardship believers should follow?  

22. Jesus did not commend the managers actions. He merely stated this is how the world makes friends.
 How are all followers of Jesus to use their wealth?   

  
23. Have you ever known someone very rich who squandered their riches on themselves and those close   
	 to	them	with	little	thought	to	things	of	eternal	value?		(Don’t	write	down	the	name.)	Read	
	 1	Peter	4:10	“Each	of	you	should	use	whatever	gift	you	have	received	to	serve	others,	as	faithful	
	 stewards	of	God’s	grace	in	its	various	forms.”
 
 Did you think if you had your friends wealth, you could do better?
 How are you doing with what God has entrusted to you?  
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24. Rich is a relative expression. John D. Rockefeller, the man who started Standard Oil, was at one point  
	 the	world’s	richest	man	and	first	ever	American	billionaire.		Considering	he	was	a	billionaire	in	the		
	 early	1900’s,	he	is	still	considered	as	the	richest	person	in	modern	history.	When	a	reporter	asked		
	 him,	“How	much	money	is	enough?”	He	responded,	“Just	a	little	bit	more.”	
	 	 What	is	your	attitude	toward	wealth?
 Read Luke 16:10-12. Can you can be trusted with great wealth?

25. Take a minute to ponder 1 Timothy 6:9-10
	 What	is	the	problem	with	riches?		

26. Read 1 Timothy 6:17-19 to see how believers are to handle riches. Riches are not a point of 
 commendation, neither are they to be despised.  Riches are simply a matter of stewardship. One  
	 could	say	you	are	rich	if	you	have	enough	to	meet	your	needs	with	any	left	over.	What	is	to	be	the		
	 believer’s	attitude	toward	riches?		

27.	 In	Luke	16:13-15,	Jesus	spoke	specifically	to	the	Pharisees	who	were	present	that	day.	What	did	the		
 Pharisees love?  

28.	 What	was	their	response	to	Jesus	words?
	 Were	they	broken	hearted	when	the	truth	was	presented?		

 
29. Jesus often called the Pharisees hypocrites.
	 Even	though	he	does	not	specifically	say	it	here,	what	does	he	say	about	them	that	implies	their	
 hypocrisy?                                                                                                                       

	 What	does	God	see	that	others	may	not?	

30. Prior to the ministry of John, the Baptist, all teachings on the Messiah were prophetic.
 Look at John 1:29 to see what John said when he saw Jesus. Underline or highlight his words of  
 introduction.

31. Since we are moving through the book of Luke and attempting to glean all we can from each verse, I  
 cannot pass over verse 18. The religious leaders of Jesus day allowed a man to divorce his wife, for  
 practically any reason. They were then allowed to marry another woman they thought might serve  
	 them	better.		Women	were	left	to	fend	for	themselves,	which	could	be	extremely	difficult.		Jesus	re	
	 minds	them	of	God’s	thoughts	on	marriage.	Read	the	quote	below	taken	from	an	article	on	Cross	
	 walk.com.	Then	write	what	you	believe	is	God’s	view	of	divorce.	

	 “Divorce	is	the	death	of	a	marriage,	and	it	produces	both	loss	and	grief.	Divorce	takes	protection		
 away from the woman who was afforded it legally in the marriage. Divorce not only puts the one 
	 being	divorced	in	a	difficult	position,	but	it	also	causes	much	suffering	for	all	involved,	including		
 the children in the family. God hates divorce, and for good reason. It can be devastating for all  
 involved, and the negative effects can last for years. Divorce always should be a last resort. But God  
	 does	allow	for	divorce	(and	subsequent	remarriage)	in	some	cases	when	marriage	vows	are	broken.”		
 Taken from A	Guide	to	What	the	Bible	Really	Says	about	Divorce

32.	 Why	do	you	believe	Jesus	brought	this	up	here?			
	 What	is	he	wanting	them	to	understand	in	verse	17?																																																																																																																					
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33. If you have suffered the pains of divorce, I want to say this scripture is not here to add to your pain.  
 Jesus is making the point that God has not changed.  He has laid out his commands for our good and  
 his glory.
 If we did not know what is pleasing to him, how could we ever know if we were. God is a good and  
 loving heavenly Father who forgives and restores any heart who comes to him in humility and 
 repentance.
 Is this the God you love and serve?

 Read Matthew 22:37-40.                
	 When	Jesus	was	asked	which	is	the	greatest	commandment,	what	did	he	say?	

 Read Micah 6:8
 In your own words write out what is pleasing to God. 

34. The last parable of this chapter is found in Luke 16:19-31.
 Read these verses again, who are the main characters? 

35.	 What	details	did	you	see	about	each	man?	

36.	 When	you	read:	“…he	was	dressed	in	purple	and	fine	linen	and	fared	sumptuously,”	what	did	you		
 picture? 
	 Who	might	you	picture	today	that	would	portray	this	lifestyle?

37.	 At	the	time	of	Jesus,	the	dye	used	for	making	the	color	purple,	extracted	from	shellfish,	was	one	of		
 the most expensive dyes. This color-fast dye was an item of luxury trade, prized by Romans, who  
 used it to color ceremonial robes.  Read Acts 16:11-15, describe Lydia. 

38.	 What	was	the	only	thing	these	two	men	had	in	common?		They	both	___________________.	
 Luke 16:22

39.	 Where	did	the	men	end	up	after	death?

40. Look at verse 24, what is this rich man interested in, now that he is dead? 
	 Was	he	interested	in	it	while	he	was	alive?																																																																																																																																			
 Being rich he could have extended compassion without suffering any discomfort and yet, did he? 

  
41.	 What	does	Abraham	remind	this	rich	man	about?	

42. Identify the wrong the rich man had done to Lazarus?       
 Did he cheat him?           
 Did he steal from him?         
 Did he hit or hurt him?                                                                                                                                             
								What	did	he	do	wrong?	What	was	his	sin?	
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43. There are different types of sin. There are the sins of omission and the sins of commission.
 In your own words what is the difference between these two types of sin?  

44. Even if Abraham had compassion on the man, even if he would have liked to help with a drop of cool  
 water, could he?   
	 Why	not?																																																																																																																																																				
									What	does	this	tell	you	about	the	sovereignty	of	our	God?																																																																																																						
	 Some	people	teach	that	the	living	can	pray	or	pay	a	loved	one	out	of	this	place.	Do	you	find	this		
	 taught	anywhere	in	God’s	word?	

45. Many people think they will be in hell with their friends. The truth is they very well may be, but do  
 you see any part of scripture saying they will be of any help or comfort to one another?     
  
46. Read Luke 16:27-31
	 What	was	of	great	concern	to	this	rich	man?				

47.	 I	once	heard	someone	say,	“Perhaps,	this	story	should	be	shared	at	certain	funerals.”	I	believe	this		
 would be terribly cruel to those grieving and of little to no effect on the lost who are present. 
 Perhaps, loved ones should be warned that no one in Hell wishes anyone else would come there.   
	 Those	in	hell	realize	the	finality	of	their	decision.	What	did	Jesus	say	the	living	have	that	could	speak		
 to their hearts while there is time, if they have ears to hear?  
 Take a few minutes to ponder this a bit more, how might the way we live and love help the lost to  
 see the importance of eternal things?  

48.	 	What	did	you	learn	about	the	character	of	our	God	in	this	chapter?	

 
49.	 Look	back	over	this	chapter	and	find	one	verse	you	would	like	to	memorize.	Write	it	here.	

50. Are there loved ones and friends you would like to see come to know the blessings of forgiveness and  
 restoration to God?
	 Why	not	stop	right	now	and	talk	to	God	about	them.
 Read 1 John 5:14
 If we are asking anything, according to his will, what do we know for sure?  

 



Biblical References
Day One 
Question 4 
Numbers 32:23 (NIV)	“…be	sure	your	sin	will	find	you out.”

Question 11
Psalm 24:1 (NIV)	The	earth	is	the	LORD’s,	and	everything	in	it,	the	world,	and	all	who	live	in	it;

1 Corinthians 4:1-2	(NIV) This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the 
mysteries God has revealed. 2	Now	it	is	required	that	those	who	have	been	given	a	trust	must	prove	faithful.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIV)	Do	you	not	know	that	your	bodies	are	temples	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	who	is	in	you,	whom	you	
have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God with your bodies.

Proverbs 3:9	(NIV)	Honor	the	LORD	with	your	wealth,	with	the	firstfruits	of	all	your	crops;

Colossians 3:23-24	(NIV)	Whatever	you	do,	work	at	it	with	all	your	heart,	as	working	for	the	Lord,	not	for	human	masters,	
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

Proverbs 16:3	(NIV)	Commit	to	the	LORD	whatever	you	do,	and	he	will	establish	your	plans.

Matthew 25:14-30 (NIV) “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and en-
trusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one 
bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of 
gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags 
of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and 
hid his master’s money. 19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 
them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted 
me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 
your master’s happiness!’ 22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted 
me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faith-
ful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!’ 24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, 
‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not 
scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs 
to you.’ 26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown 
and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the 
bankers, so that when I returned, I would have received it back with interest. 28 “‘So take the bag of gold 
from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has will be given more, and they will have 
an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that 
worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Day Three
Question 25
1 Timothy 6:9-10 (NKJV)	“But	those	who	desire	to	be	rich	fall	into	temptation	and	a	snare	and	into	many	foolish	and	harm-
ful	lusts	which	drown	men	in	destruction	and	perdition.	10	For	the	love	of	money	is	a	root	of	all	kinds	of	evil,	for	which	some	
have	strayed	from	the	faith	in	their	greediness	and	pierced	themselves	through	with	many	sorrows.”

Question 26
1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NIV)	Command	those	who	are	rich	in	this	present	world	not	to	be	arrogant	nor	to	put	their	hope	in	
wealth,	which	is	so	uncertain,	but	to	put	their	hope	in	God,	who	richly	provides	us	with	everything	for	our	enjoyment.	18	Com-
mand	them	to	do	good,	to	be	rich	in	good	deeds,	and	to	be	generous	and	willing	to	share.	19	In	this	way	they	will	lay	up	treasure	
for	themselves	as	a	firm	foundation	for	the	coming	age,	so	that	they	may	take	hold	of	the	life	that	is	truly	life.
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Question 30
John 1:29 (NIV)	The	next	day	John	saw	Jesus	coming	toward	him	and	said,	“Look,	the	Lamb	of	God,	who	takes	away	the	sin	
of	the	world!

Question 33
Matthew 22:37-40	(ESV)	“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”
Micah 6:8 (ESV)	He	has	told	you,	O	man,	what	is	good;	and	what	does	the	LORD	require	of	you	but	to	do	justice,	and	to	
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

Day Four
Question 37
Acts 16:11-15 (NIV)	From	Troas	we	put	out	to	sea	and	sailed	straight	for	Samothrace,	and	the	next	day	we	went	on	to	
Neapolis.	12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we 
stayed there several days. 13	On	the	Sabbath	we	went	outside	the	city	gate	to	the	river,	where	we	expected	to	find	a	place	
of	prayer.	We	sat	down	and	began	to	speak	to	the	women	who	had	gathered	there. 14 One of those listening was a woman 
from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to 
respond	to	Paul’s	message.	15	When	she	and	the	members	of	her	household	were	baptized,	she	invited	us	to	her	home.	“If	
you	consider	me	a	believer	in	the	Lord,”	she	said,	“come	and	stay	at	my	house.”	And	she	persuaded	us.

Day Five
Question 50
1 John 5:14	This	is	the	confidence	we	have	in	approaching	God:	that	if	we	ask	anything	according	to	his	will,	he	hears	us.	
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