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As we said last week, our questions do not bother God!  Many things in this life are 
confusing. Taking our questions to God is the wisest thing we can do. In Matthew 11:28-
30, Jesus extends the invitation to come to him, and to learn from him and to experience 
grace as God intended. 

Observation Romans 11
1. Paul begins this chapter by asking the question that others had more than likely been thinking, “Did 

God reject his people?” Who did Paul use as an example that God had not rejected his people?  

2. Read Genesis 12:1-3 at the back of this chapter (pay special attention to the pronouns). Who initiated 
this relationship?

3. In Romans 11:1-5 Paul uses the word “foreknew” to show the relationship that God has with his peo-
ple. What did you see about the relationship of God toward Israel? After reading these verses, how 
did God respond toward them despite their disobedience?   

Dig Deeper: Look up the word “foreknew” to gain a better understanding of God.

4. According to Elijah, how had the Israelites treated the prophets of God who spoke his words of warn-
ing and repentance?    

5. Elijah was a great man of God. He took a hard stand for righteousness in a time of great rebellion. This 
was obviously a very overwhelming time for him. Was he correct in his estimation of just how dire the 
situation had become?   

6. What facts did God know and share of which Elijah was unaware?

   
7. Paul compares Israel’s rejection in Elijah’s day with the rejection of his day. Despite all the persecution 

Paul and other believers had suffered, what can be seen about God’s amazing grace?   

8. Many of the Jews of Paul’s day kept the law to the letter.  In Matthew 23:23 Jesus said, “Woe to you, 
teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cum-
in. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. 
You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.”  The problem was not that they 
were not sincere or earnest in their attempt to keep the law. Read Matthew 15:8, what was the real 
problem?  
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9. If people refuse to hear God’s good news, if they reject his divine plan, what will the outcome be?  
Read Romans 11:8 and Hebrews 2:3. 

10. The situation Paul has discussed so far in this chapter sounds bleak. In verse 11, Paul addresses another 
question concerning Israel for the readers consideration, “Did they stumble so as to fall beyond re-
covery?”  What good was brought about from their disobedience?  Remember in Romans 8:28-30 we 
learned that God works in all things, good and bad, to accomplish his purposes.

11. Read Romans 11:11-15, how did God make the absence of truth and uprightness of Israel work for the 
good of the Gentiles? In turn, what good did the salvation of the Gentiles hope to serve? 

12. The Israelites were very familiar with the agricultural practice of grafting. Paul uses this to illustrate 
God’s dealings with the Jews and the Gentiles.  Briefly explain the events of Romans 11:17-24 in your 
own words. What caused Israel to be cut off?  

Dig Deeper: If you are artistic, try drawing a picture 
to illustrate Romans 11:17-24

13. In verses 25-32, the apostle Paul clarifies how God deals with those who refuse his grace and the kind-
ness God extends to all who are turning to Christ in repentance and faith. Paul calls it a mystery. What 
is the warning he gives to those who have been shown mercy. 

14. What was the covenant promise given by God in Genesis 17:8?  

15. Israel did not continue to walk in obedience, even after many warnings. In his kindness, God made a 
promise of a new covenant one day.  This would be different from the previous covenant given to Mo-
ses on Mount Sinai. In the Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament the author said, “God 
has planned history in such a way that his mercy is featured.” Read Jeremiah 31:31-34 on the Extra 
Verses page; what did he promise them?  

16. Paul closes this chapter with a beautiful song of praise and worship.  Make a list of all the things Paul 
praises concerning our God.  
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1. How does understanding the relationship between God and Israel help us better understand God’s 
amazing gift of grace?  

Does this understanding of God’s grace bring you comfort?

What is our personal responsibility concerning God’s grace?  

2. Why do you believe the apostle Paul felt it was important to point out that God had not rejected his 
people and that God had a plan to save them?  Do you think some people might assume God was 
finished with Israel? Was Israel beyond hope?

3. Have you ever been in such a difficult situation that you felt like Elijah?  How did God respond to your 
cry for help?   

4. What did you learn about spiritual blindness?  Paul quoted Isaiah 29:10 and Deuteronomy 29:4 to 
demonstrate the old covenant example of sad spiritual condition. Have you been given a call like the 
prophet Isaiah to help others see their need for repentance?  How was it received?  

Can you relate to these Old Testament prophets and New Testament witnesses? 

5. Paul quotes Psalm 69:22-23, when David speaks of his enemy’s table, the place of their safety and 
nourishment. He asked God to make this place be a snare and a trap for them.  Have you ever asked 
God to deliver you from some oppressing situation?  Did your cry for help sound anything like David’s?  
How did God respond? Pay close attention to how David ends his prayer to God. Read Psalm 69:29-36.

       
6. In Romans 11:11-24 Paul uses the metaphor of grafting to show how the Gentiles were now being 

included in God’s promise and plan. Because of Israel’s stubborn rejection of God’s plan, they had 
been cut off, like an olive branch gone bad. When the Gentiles heard the gospel, the good news of 
Jesus Christ, they turned from their sin and God grafted them in by His grace. What did you think as 
you read these verses?  

Is it difficult for you to reconcile the kindness of God with the sternness of God that Paul spoke of in 
Romans 11:22?   

Consider this and share your thoughts--Is it possible for God to be truly good if he is not just? 
And how do you apply this to you personally?  

Application Romans 11
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7. Romans 11:25 lets the reader in on a divine “mystery.”  But as we saw this simply refers to something 
not previously known. God is not like the magician who refuses to reveal his secrets. Paul wants the 
Gentiles to see that it is the time of their salvation by the mercy of God, and that one day Israel will be 
shown a great mercy again and they will be saved. Who are you praying for the Lord to save? 

Are you about to give up hope? Please don’t give up. Continue to pray that God will reveal to them 
their need for the Savior. Is there something you could do that might help them get to know God? 
Have you invited them to come to church with you?   

8. What do you know and what have you learned so far in our study of Romans concerning grace?  Try 
to be specific and detailed.  

9. Paul ended this chapter with three amazing verses of praise and worship. Why don’t we end our time 
of study with a prayer of praise to our almighty God? In your prayer, consider showering our forgiving 
and long-suffering Father with all you have learned about him that stirs your heart to praise, as well as 
anything you want to share after spending time reading his story in Romans 11.            
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Extra Verses
       Matthew 11:28-30
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for 
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

        Genesis 12:1-3
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show 
you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will 
bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

       Matthew 15:8
These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.

       Hebrews 2:3
how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed 
to us by those who heard him. 

       Romans 8:28-30
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; 
those he justified, he also glorified.

       Genesis 17:8 
The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descen-
dants after you; and I will be their God.

       Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people 
of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them, ” declares the LORD. 33 “This is the covenant I 
will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their 
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.34 No longer will  they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, 
‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will 
forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 

       Isaiah 29:10 
The LORD has brought over you a deep sleep: He has sealed your eyes (the prophets); he has covered your heads (the 
seers).

       Deuteronomy 29:4
But to this day the LORD has not given you a mind that understands or eyes that see or ears that hear. 

      Psalm 69:22-23
May the table set before them become a snare; may it become retribution and a trap. 23 May their eyes be darkened so 
they cannot see, and their backs be bent forever. 


