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A Word from Kathy  

Christian liberty is a wonderful gift.  Our freedom in Christ was not without cost; we must take care not 

to abuse it.                                                                                                                                                                         

It is absolutely clear that God has called you to a free life. Just make sure that you don't use 

this freedom as an excuse to do whatever you want to do and destroy your freedom. Rather, 

use your freedom to serve one another in love; that's how freedom grows. (Gal. 5:13 MSG) 

Observation   

1. Romans 13:1-7 deals with our submission to those in authority over us.   Scripture 

makes it very clear what our responsibility is in this area as followers of Christ.   Please 

answer the next two questions from scripture, not from your feelings, good or bad, 

toward your authority.                                        

How are we to respond to those in authority?                            

Why are we to respond this way?     

2. What is God’s purpose for earthly authorities (Romans 13:3-4)? 

3. What are we to do about things such as taxes, rulings, debts, customs, positions of 

respect and honor?  Again, why are we to respond in this way?  As a child of God, is 

there anything we can do when those in authority are being unreasonable and are ruling 

with an evil hand?  See Proverbs. 18:10 (God’s name is the very nature of who he is) and 

Romans 12:18. 

4. In Romans 13:8-10, Paul instructs us to “owe no one anything, except to love each 

other.”   This is often misquoted as a way of saying all debt is wrong.  Paul is not talking 

about a debt of money here, although in that case Proverbs 22:7 says “the borrower to 

the lender.”   Keeping scripture in context, what point is Paul trying to make?   

5. Galatians 5:14  For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: "You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself."   Who is our “neighbor” and how are we to treat them (Romans 

13:9-10)?   
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6. Romans 13:11-14 is a call to arms for those who are in the service of the Lord.  Paul says 

the day of our salvation is closer now than when we were first saved.  This is true for 

each of us.  Even though we have been saved by grace, Paul still feels the need to 

remind believers of what?       

 

Romans 14 

7. This chapter begins with Paul addressing the differences believers felt for one another.  

We will not all always agree.  There are plenty of things we could find to divide over, but 

how should we handle our differences?     

8. What were some of the things that Paul mentioned which were areas of division 

(Romans 14:1-6)? 

   

9. Who is the only person we should be concerned with?  Who will we give an account for 

one day?   

 

10. In the first half of this chapter, we have seen we are not to pass judgment on one 

another.  A life of grace begins with mutual acceptance.  Now in verses 13-23, we see it 

goes even further than that; we are to be very careful not to cause others to stumble.   

It takes a consecrated heart, and a desire to live peaceably with all men, to balance 

freedom in Christ and our love for a weaker brother.  What question could we possibly 

ask ourselves that might give us direction when faced with this situation?   

 

11. Put Romans 14:17-19 into your own words.   
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Application 

12. Is there ever a circumstance where we should not obey someone who has authority 

over us?    

13. Paul instructs us not to make any provision for the flesh.  Are there areas in which 

you need to be very careful and not provide easy access to the sins of the past?   

14. In what way do you keep your fleshly temptations from capturing your attention as 

they did at one time? 

15. Paul instructs us to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ.”  There is a huge hurting world out 

there, and they need to see Jesus, but how will they see him and his power if our life 

does not stand as a shining light and a ray of hope.  What will you do today to show 

Jesus to someone?   

16.  We are not to judge others, neither are we to do things that might trip someone 

else.  Romans 14:19 says we are to make every effort to do what leads to peace and 

mutual building up of other believers.  What will that look like for you today?   

17.  How easy is it to get all hung up on tangible things, things like clothing, recreational 

activities, music or certain foods?  These are things of preference.   We should be 

concerned about the matters of the heart.  My motives are of great importance to 

God.  My actions follow the motives of my heart.  If my focus is on pleasing God and 

serving others, am I likely to have a problem with judging others or causing others 

to stumble?    

18.  Romans 14 dealt with our relationship with other believers, those weaker or 

stronger in their faith.  Romans 14:12 says we “will all give an account of himself to 

God.”   Combine the truth of Romans 14:12 with 1 Cor. 4:4; why not pause for a few 

minutes and ask God to search your heart.  

 

19. I will leave you with this quote from Chuck Swindoll: “The gift of freedom always 

comes in the plain wrapping of responsibility.”  


